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Gentlemen: 


If it ts not too nuch of an imposition, the writer would 
like very much to ascertain eny information that you 

could give, regarding the history of the perticular Silver 
N.E.Threepence, that is pictured on page No.14.,0f the 14th 
Edition,of the R.S.Yeoman "Guide Book Of United States Coins. 
Who 4s the owner of the N.E.Threepence, and whers was it 
located? 


ae 


Te reason for this request-is as follows, Being interested 

in coins,however, meinly I em interested in Indisn relics, 

end I have been rather specializing in Eastern Indian silver 
items, such as Peace nedals, silver Grosses, Eorgsts, ete, 

when I can secure this type item. Last week I came into 

possession of a Silver Indisn Arm Band, by Timothy Dwight, 

® Boston silversmith of the 1645 to 1691 period, end upon 

this arm band there were two silver N.E.Threepences as dengles, 
ana there was the third suspension ring for the third, but 

missing NE Threepence piece. And when checkingthe picture on 

pege No.14 of the Yeomen coin pook, I notice the condition, and 
hole for suspension on the pictured Threepence coin was the same 
as the two thet I havee And I begein to wonder if the one pictured 
could be the wissing third coin that mite have been on the arm 
band as a dangle, end if so, that possibly if the origin of the 
pictured Threepence piece was known, that it mite show she 
approximate location as te where the arm bend mite have originally 
been found. 


Thanking you, I an, 


Very truly yours 


ae a < 
co arene 
Harry 3 .MeDanie?. 


May 26, 1961 


My, Harry B, MeDaniel 
Harry PB, MeDaniol Agency 
Bettsville, Ohio 


Near Mr, MeDaniels 


T have your rocont letter describing the unusual silver 
arm band that you have recently acquired, This is indeed 
a very unusual item and probebly vory significant as a 
mumismatic itom, — 


The existence of the threcponce was generally dcoubtoad 

until the appearance of two specimens sometime in the 

carly 1860's, TI have not yet dofinitely established. 

wien these two coins came to light. lontrovillo Dickeson, 
who was an ambitious, but not. too careful, numismatist, 
apparently did not know of their existence when he compiled 
his NUMISMATIC MANUAL in 1859, In the notorious Clay sale 
of 1871 wo find three spocimens offered with the remark 
that the issue was heretofore unknown, Lot No. 69 went for 
S61 to "Riltott'’: No. 70 for $31 to "Savoy": and No, 71 
for 2 to Brovoort which would indicate that those early 
collectors believed the piecos toa be genuines however a 
look at the plates in this catalogue quickly belics this 
fact, now that we mow what a gonuine spccimen looks liko. 


Since Crosby was well awaro of the existenco of two genuine 
spocitmons in 1875, my next step was to locato these coins 

to try and determine when they mede their appearanco, The 
Appleton specimen mentioned by Crosby is now the property 

of tho Massachusetts Historical Society. Ths second specie 
men went into the Yale College collection, A check with. . 
them revealed the following paragraph in their "1863 catalogue 
of coins belonging to Yale College": ,"The gom of (this) 
cabinet. » « is the New England Threepence, the existence 

of which numismatistgs have doubted, The pieco needs no 


wow 


deseription as an engraving of it is given on the title 
page. For a long time supposed unique, {ts value is not 
lossened by the recent discovery of a similar pieco by 

We S. Apploton, Esq, of Boston, which puts tho gonuineness 
of the issue beyond a doubt." So apparently the threo- 
yonce was know in the oarly 1860's but not genorally pub- 
Licized until Crosby's 1875 treatise, 


Othor than this, no information is lmow about the Now 
England threepence, TI. would like very much to examine 
your specimons sometime to determine if they sro genuine 
pioces, Pornaps you could send me a photograph of your 
army) band or perhaps I will even be able to call on you 
sometime in July whon I will bo mating a trip through 
Ohio and may have a fow minutes to stop in your city. 


I would be vory interested to learn more about your dis~ 
covery in the tntorest of keoping my records up to dato. 


Sinceroly, 


4 } 
WHITTMAN PUBLISHING COMPANY 


Kermoth E, Brossott 
Wumismatic Editor 


* Sad 
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June Srd,1961 


saps ey mi eae 
Numismatic Editor 


Whitman Publishing Company 
1220 Mound Avenu 
Racine, Goeeean 


Rez sYours of May 26th, 9er. 
Silver Arm Band; 


DearroLr: 


Thank you very much for your nice letter of May 
26th, with information regarding the silver 
NE threepence pieces. 


As per your request, I-am enclosing,for your 
inspection, 2 seb of Tour’ pictures ot thevan 
band end the threevence ‘pieces, one showing 

the obverse, one showing reverse full view;then 
One showing obverse center of arm band,end 
obverse of coins;And the cther showing reverse 
of coins,and center of obverse of arm band 


Having hed exvnerience in examining and studing well 


over 5 hundred items like this in my collec tion, and 
many more Spe see to others, I can say that this 


arm bend and dangles are authentic pieces. The 
ay ieee ee pieces having the same patina as the arm 
band. 


if you will, please return the pictures to me. 


~ 


Yow comments on this item would be appreciated. 


Not knowing whether silver ingots from the/mines of 
the southwest would be of eny inkerest te: you, Ll: mite 
mention that I have a’few, nemely a "Father Kino",a 
King Carlos 3rd, one from the Alter Mission, one fron 
the Saint Sabastian Mission hoard, etc... ; 


Very truly yours 


Jauya me ad 


, 
Har ae na. na 23 





June 7, 1961 


Mr, Harry B, McDaniel 
Harry B, McDaniel Arency 
Bettsville, Ohio 


Dear Tr, MeDanioel: 


Thank you for your recent lotter giving additional infore 
mation about your silvor arm band, Tae photographs wore 
excellont and I would like to ask you if it is possible 
to havo a duplicato setzof these prints mado for me, I 


ia) 


would, of course, be happy to pay any oxponses Lavolvod, 


The dtos that wore used to strike these coins do not 
moteh the dies that wero used on the speciuon in the 
Massaciuisetts Mistorical Socioty. IT am afraid that at 
first glance many collectors would say that beoauso of 
this fact, tho coins cannot bo genuine, 


My opinion of your coins 45 somowhat unsettled, I am 

very much impressed by your authentication of the arm 
band and the fact that the throeeponce pieces and tho arn 
band have tho same patina, The coins soem to pass all of 
tho other qualifications for being genuine. Tho woeirht 

of the coin will be a very tmportant factor. Would it be 
possible for you to carefully woigh cach of these coins 
and toll me tho results, You can toll with cortainty that 
thoso coins were struck with dies and not cast or hand 
tooled... 

If your two specimens turn out to bo gonuino pieces, they 
WLLL be rathor important numismatically, not only because 
they represent two horetofore unknown specimens, but because 
thoy wore struck from dios that havo nover been recorded, 


‘ 


wow 


The reason for what may seom to you to bo overcautiousness 
on my vart, is that the NE coins have beon counterfoited 
on many occasions, I havo just finished checking through 
my collection of photographs of no less than twolve .dif- 
ferent struck forgerics of these pieces, oa 


I most certainly was intorested in your comments about 
the silver ingots from the Spanish mission mines, Tf 
underetand that these pleces are rather raro, I oxamined 
asamall hoard of these that was discovered about three 
years ago, but do not own any of the plecos, 


T would lio vory much to hear from you again concorning 
the weicht of vour coins, If you would care to send the 
arm band to me by registered mati, I woul? be happy to 
examine the coins and give my oninion as to their authene 
tictty. 

If this item is something that you plan to sell, + may be 
ntorested in purchasing it with the thoucht of preserving 
it as 2a historic numismatic item rather than an Indian 
rolic,. : . 


Sincerely, 


ITT RTA IT TITER AOA Tur 
Witt THAN PUBS, OH UNG oe OMPANY 


Kenneth E, Breasett 
HNumismatie Editor 


KEB 3 jam 


encl, ae 


¢ 
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Re: Silver New England Threepence Coints 
attached to Indian Arm Bend,By Timothy Dwight, 
Your letters of May 26th,and June 7th,1961; 


Dear Sir: 


In complying with your request to send you the arm band 
for your examination and opinion,I enclose the T.D. am 
bana with the two (NE) silver threepence dangles attached, 
and ask that you favor te by returning this uhit as soon 
8 possible after exemination. © Coe 


Being negligent in not contacting the prevous owner of 

the enclosed arm band, I will do so in the near future, 

end if he can give me any history on it I will pass it 

along to you.However, it is doubtful if he can, because 

he gave me two different stories.One story was,when he called 
at my office with the item, that he had just made a trip 

to the Gulf coast to & gun show xuking, and that he bought 
the arm band dn a second hand store for $1.00, However, in 
going through my files this week, I find a letter from the 
prevous owmer dated September 15th,1960 with e drewing of 
this arm band end (NE) dangles, that he he stated in the 
letter that he had paid $100. down on it, end wanted me to 
tell him wnat it was,and whether or not I would be interested 
in it. This letter must have arived on the same day that 

Mrs. McDaniel had major surery, end I didnt give the letter 
much thought,nor the arm band,because I just wrote him a note 
stating that I would check as soon es I had time,then I must 
have completely forgotten about it until he called on me. 

I could have been mistaken ahd assumed that he told me he picked 
the arm band up on his trip South. 


You mentioned weighing the coins in your letter of the 7th, 

I did not want to seperate the coins from the arm band,or molest 
the connecting wire in any way,for the reason that a prospective 
buyer could be an Indian Trade Item Collector,like myself,and the 
eveidence of tempering with any part of the unit would have an 
effect upon its value. Therefore,I ask that you do not take the 
coins off the arm bend or connecting wires. 7 


Very, truly Ca Nal 
‘ ey £9. Me Ta rl | 
| Hapry /B McDaniel 


Mr. Eric P. Newman 
6450 Cecil Avenue 
St. Louis 5, Missouri 


PLEASE REGISTER - VALUE $3,000 


Indian arm band with 2 coins 


n/c 


i 


WHITMAN PUBLISHING COMPANY 
6-29-61 (4 
jam 


June 27, 1961 


Mr. Eric P, Newman 
6450 Cecil Avenue 
St. Louis 5, Missouri 


Dear Eric: 


I think I have a bit of a surprise for you this time, 
Enclosed herewith are copies of my recent correspondence 
with Mr, Harry B, McDaniel. Under separate cover I have 
mailed you the silver Indian arm band that he mentions in 
the letters. he 


I talked to Mr, McDaniel and have received his permission 
,to send this to you for examination and authentication, 
I am sure that you, more than anyone else, are best qual-~ 
ified to pass judgment on it. 


I carefully weighed the arm band and found it to weigh 
90.8385 grams, We then tried to calculate the weight of 
the coins by holding them away from the link and re~weigh- 
ing the arm band. This was not the best way to do it but 
about all we cculd do, since he does not want thelianks 
disturbed in any way. As near as I can tell, the sharper 
specimen weighs 1.45 grams and the poorer specimen weighs 
1.6288 grams, 3 


_ This means that both coins weigh considerably more than 

the 1,12 grams that the Appleton specimen weighs, You will 
also quickly notice, of course, that the dies are completely 
different. 


Even with all of these things against the coins, they seem 
-to have an air of authenticity. The arm band, hallmark and 
everything else about it seem so convincing that it is hard 
to believe someone faked the whole thing. 


Let's keep this whole thing between ourselves for a while 
until we are certain about what we have here. Perhaps then 
we can publish it. This certainly will be an important 
numismatic discovery, if it turns out to be authentic. 


-~ 


Pee 





wD 


I am leaving for vacation tomorrow and will not return 
until the 17th, Please return the arm band directly to 
Mr, McDaniel as soon as you are finished with it, 


‘sever, 


Ken Bressett 
Numismatic Editor 
WHITMAN PUBLISHING COMPANY 


KES: jam 


enci, 


FRIC P. NEWMAN NUMISMATIC EDUCATION SOCIETY 


6450 Cecil Avenue, St. Louis 5, Missouri 


days, 961 


Mr. Kenneth Bressett 
Whitman Publishing Co. 
1220 Mound Avenue 
Racine, Wisconsin 


Dear Ken: 


You asked me to report on the fascinating silver Indian arm- 
band belonging to Harry B. McDaniel, Bettsville, Ohio. I 
appreciate your kind comments as to my opinion. JI have re- 
turned the item to the owner as you instructed. 


The T. Dehallmark differs fromthe hallmarks of Timothy Dwight 

in my silver books in that (a) the letters do not have ceriphs, 
(b) there are only four dots instead of a circle of dots, (c) 
the dots are not evenly spaced. I believe that if photographs 
were ordered of the hallmarks on well known pieces of Timothy 
Dwight it can be readily determined whether this hallmark is 
from the same punch or punches as genuine pieces. This is funda- 
mental in verifying the coins. . 
There are a number of curious situations to evalute, each of 
which points to a fabrication: 


1. The texture of the silver of the threepences and the armband 
is virtually identical and yet the coins and armband were 
Supposed to be made at different times. (Dwight was born 
in 1645 or later). 


2- The three lower links are soldered and there was no solder ue 
in the seventeenth century. 


3- The end loops on the armband are soldered closed for no 
reason. 


i vc ns to four holes show-no wear from ornaments being hung .,.. 
on them. A 


4 


5. The threepences are both very round whereas: original NE ee 


pieces are not. ; 


6. The holes in each threepence is in exactly the same place 
as on the Yale original. 
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ERIC P. NEWMAN NUMISMATIC EDUCATION SOCIETY 


6450 Cecil Avenue, St. Louis 5, Missouri 


Page 2 JuLyas. £9ce 


Mr. Kenneth Bressett 


7. The two threepences on the armband have a different obverse 
and reverse die punch than any other NE piece of any de- 
nomination. (The original threepence has the same obverse’ 
punch as the original sixpence). 


8. There is only one reverse die for. the sixpence and it would 
be surprising if there were more than one die made for the 
threepence which was issued in very small amounts for only 
a part of a yeare 


9. The left upright of the N does not connect with the diagonal 
and this is not found on any NE die. 


10. Any Indian armband made. after 1660 would probably use Willow 
or Oak Tree coins for decoration and Timothy Dwight was 
not working until after that date. 


li. I cannot determine the weight accurately. The right link 
and coin together weigh 275 -grains, the left 29 grains. 
I figure the links at about h grains (length 3h mm. diameter 
lmm). This would leave the planchets too heavy 2s they 
would not exceed 18 grains with the hole solid (18% mm 
diameter, 3 mm thick). 


12. The story as to how it was acquired recently indicates 
the seller has not been accurate. 


I am sending you extra copies of this letter so that you may, 
if you wish, send one to McDaniel. 


I thoroughly enjoyed working on the item and hope you are satis- 
fied with yf thoughts. 


Hope you naa an enjoyable vacation. 
Sincerely, 


4 


ERIC P.NEWMAN NUMISMATIC 


: . F EDUCATION SOCIETY 
| oe = 
atb Erie P. oo eee 


A NON-PROFIT CORPORATION FOR EDUCATION 
THROUGH RESEARCH AND EXHIBITION 
OF COINS, CURRENCY AND HISTORIC OBJECTS 
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NOt Ss o-ae 
July 5th,1961 


Mr.Kenneth E.Bressett, 
Numismatic Editor 

Whitman Publishing Company 
1220 Mound Avenue 

Racine, Wisconsin 


Dear Sir: 


Please accept my thanks for the presentation copies 
of the 15th edition of the Guide Book, and,Modern and 
World Coins sent me, I surely appreciate them. Please 
express my appreciation to Mr.Yeoman. 


Your Wealers bi-monthly paperare swell, As soon as 
they were recieved I opened and started to read. the 
first one, I could not lay them down until I read all 
five sent me. I trust that you didnt forget to place 
my name on your mailing list. Thanks again. 


Have not as yet had any word from Mr.Neuman,however 
the long holliday rather fouls us:all up. 


If you ever get up this way, and have the time, stop 

in and I will be glad to show you my Indian silver 
collection. We are only about 15. minutes from the Fremont- 
Port Clinton turn-pike interchange, Gate No.6., on Route 
No.12. just half way between Fostoria,Ohio and Fremont, 
Ohio, Just ten miles SW of Fremont, Ohio. 


Since reading your Bi-Monthly, I am writing to Beebee's 


for a new catalog. - 


Thanking you again, I an, 
' ' d 


“ery truly yours ‘ 
No os Ud 


Harry B.McDaniel 





| 





July 5, 1961 


Mr. Eric P. Newman 
6450 Cecil Avenue 

St. Louis 5, Missouri, 
Dear Mr. Newman: = 


We havé your letter of July 3, which was addressed 
to Mr. Kenneth Bressett, 


Mr. Bressett is presently vacationing in the East. 
We will bring your letter to his attention when 
he returns, approximately July 17. 

2 Sincerely, 


WHITMAN PUBLISHING COMPANY 


Judith A, Mund 


jam 





July 6, 1961 


Mr. Harry B. McDaniel 
Harry B. McDaniel Agency 
Bettsville, Ohio 

Dear Mr. McDaniel:  --. 


We have your letter of July 5, which was BACren ee: 
to Mr. Kenneth Bressett. 


Mr, Bressett is presently vacationing in the East 
and we expect him to return July 17, at which time 
I will bring your letter to his attention, 

Very truly yours, 


WHITMAN PUBLISHING COMPANY 


Judith A, Mund 
_ Secretary to Kenneth Bressett 


jam 


~~ re 


July 18, 1961 


Mr. Harry B. McDaniel 
Harry B, McDaniel Agency 
Bettsvilie, Ohio 


Dear Mr. McDaniel: 


I have now heard from Mr, Newman and I am enclosing 
a copy of his opinion about the silver indian arm 
band. Apparently he does not feel that this piece 
me genuine and lists several reasons supporting his 
theory. 


For my own part, I am stil 1 not convinced one way 
or the other and I intend to do more research on 
this item before coming to any conclusions, 


I trust that the arm band has returned to you by 
now, Thank you very much for giving us the oppor- 
tunity to examine this very unusual item. Thanks 
also for your kind invitation to visit your home, 


I shall keep this in mind if I am ever in that 
vicinity. 


Very truly yours, 
WHITMAN PUBLISHING COMPANY 


Kenneth E. Bressett 
Numismatic Editor 


KEB: jam 


encl, 








July 19, 1961 


Mr. Eric P, Newman 
6450 Cecil Avenue 
st. Louis 5, Missouri 


Dear Eric: 


Many thanks for your letter and for taking the time 
to examine the Indian arm band. I was happy to have 
@ll of your comments.on this item. ! 


Some of your arguments were not conclusive. However, 
XI believe we both share the same opinion that there 
is a grave possibility that the coins are not genuine, 
I hope, however, that additional information turns up 
that will lead us to positive conclusions, 


I plan to attend the ANA Convention from Friday evening 
on the 18th to Sunday morning. I hope that I will 

have a chance to see you at that time. I also am 
planning to be in St. Louis sometime during the first 
week in August. Is there a possibility that we could 
get together at this time? 


‘sever, 


Ken Bressett 
Numismatic Editor 
WHITMAN PUBLESHING COMPANY 


KEB: jam 
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July 2list,1961 


Mr.Kenneth E.Bressett, 
Numismatic Editor 

Whitman Publishing Company 
1220 Mound Avenue 

Racine, Wisconsin 


Dear Mr.Bressett: 


Thank you very much for your letter of July 18th, 
with copy of Mr.Newman's letter to you of the 3rd 
enclosed. 


Yes, Mr.Newman was very prompt in returning the am 
band.However, I did not acknowledge refiept of it to 
Mr.Newman because I personally signed a return post- 
office reciept card,which would acknowledge that the 
vackage was recieved, arid I did'not want to bother 
Mr.Newman, thinking I would awaite your return from 
vacation,and I would hear from you then. By the Way 
I trust you had a nice vacation, 


After seeing your picture in the Numismatic News that 
you were kind enough to send me, and after you read 
Mr.Newman's report, then mentioned in the second 
parragraph of your letter of July 18th,that "You were 
still not convinced one way or the other", I have gained 
a lot of respect for you. Maybe I had ought to explain 
this further, 


First, I judge a man from his looks, And by the way,your 
picture in the paper made me take a quick second look, because 
a Freind of mine, a Mr.Paul Hoffman, a Professor and purchasing 
agent of the Merion,Ohio School, is a dead ringer for you.You 
dont have a lost brother,do you? Secondly, It is believed that 
you think like I do, That do to so many ae being faked in 
the coin field, thet. about all,you notice I said abont all, 
Numismatist, when in doubt, will lean toward the idea that a 


. doubtful item £5 not authentic, and will work harder at trying 


to prove to himself that it is not authentic,than he would work 

to try and prove to himself that it was authentic, I wouldnt know 
why,except to protect themselves against error,because he is less 
likely to uphold his reputation by saying an item was feke,and it 
was found to be authentic,than if he said it was authentic,and it. 
was later found that it was a fake, 


Thirdly, In taking Mr.Newmans twelve curious situations in 
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July 21st,1961 


‘Mr.Kenneth Bressett: 


evaluatang, I will teke one at a time, number one through number 
twelve, and see if I can pick out some things that would be of 
value to both you and I, things that there could be questions 


aboute 


So if you are interested,vlace Mr.Newman's letter along 


Side, and we will take item No.l. first, 


No 1A. 


Noelle 


NOuZe 


Parragraph No.2. of letter, In argument, The Timothy 
Dwight Hallmark is identical with the Hallmark of 

Timothy Dwight in one of my five books of Hallimarks, 

and withouth checking the others,I am sure it is the 

Same in another book I have. There are five dots visable 
on Helimark, with worn spot where the sixth dot would have 
been which would,in my opinion make the spacing the same 
aéthe T.D.Hallmarked pictured on page No.287. of The Book 
Of Old Silver, by Seymour B.Wyler. Toa, in this second 
parragraph, Mr.Newman states, That if a photo was ordered 
it could be determined if the hallmarks were the seme.By 
this remark,it would appear that there was some doubt in 
mind. . 

Now dont get me wrong, I am just bringing up questions that 
I say, may be of help, 


I cannot see what would establish that the arm band and 

coins were made at the same time. I give this thought, 

One, I have in my collection indian silver present items 

issued by the French,because of early French hallmark being 

in a very odd place on pendent and very hard to make out like 
it was intended to be destroyed, then made into a small pendent 
which is definetly American. The English, and Americans would 
take the gorgets,medals,pendents,etc. given by the other 
countrys from the Indian,make them over, then return them to 
the Indian in the American pattern,design,so they could be 
associated with the Americans. The English did this with French 
trade items, History shows this. Two, It being customary that 

a Silversmith serve seven or so years apprenticeship, Could not 
it be possible, that T.Dwight served his apprenticeship with 
T.Dwight,Sre?, Because re@ords of the old silversmiths are 
incomplete.This is Just a theory. 


I think No.1l.'abové answers this. Too, What would prevent 

me from attaching authentic Bible coins to the bracelet if 

I were a silversmith in the middle seventeenth century. Too, 
The Indians took their tools and oryements to the blacksmiths 
and silversmiths for repairs.Possibly the coins could have 
been applied later on.Possibly the links could have been ~ 
re-secured later on. 
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July 22nd,1961 


No.3.,Next day. 


Mr.Kenneth Bressett: 


NO.36 


No.4. 


No 3 5 oe 


No e656 


I cannot get the picture of "The arm bands end loops being 
soldered closed. If Mr.Newman would have examined the arm 
band closer he would have found that the arm band was not 
soldered closed,But the one folded end of the arm band was 
flattened do to abuse during its years,and the end was filled 
with dirt,Not Solder,Secause I took a needle and cleaned this. 


The four holes at the top were not made to hang ornements by, 
The purpose of the four holes at the top were for the attachment 
of a fur piece, to act as an insulator to the bare arm. And 

no doubt this insulator was lost or thrown away by the Indian. 
The Indian may have had to eat it, One never knows. 

If I were a silversmith_and wanted to make something nice, 

in order to be a credit to my profession, and all I had 

was an Old silver coin that was out-of-round,and I wanted 

it to look right for a dangle, I believe I would file the 

coin round. It would look better that way. 


AS Stated in No.5., To look nice, there was but two places 
on the NE pieces that the holes should be made, and this 

is about half way between the NE on one side and the III on 
the other, So the NE and th III would not be marred. 


No.7, As I understand it,there is a lot of theory about the silver 
No.8, )threepence pieces,and there being little difference in the 
No.9.)ratio between those heretofore believed as authentic,and the 


No.10 


three that were originally attached to my arm band,assumeing 
that the missing one was exactly like the two now attached, 
what evidence is there that would say the dies used on the 

arm band coins are not the originals. Who could say that when 
Making,or prepairatory to making the NE shilling,sixpence,and 
the three pence, that there were not two dies made,an that the 
coiners little son Joe didnt swollow the die,and the reason 
of the scarcity of the threepence pieces were that they had to 
waite on a new die to be made. 


What could you base any reeson for applying the Willow or Oak 
free coins instead:of NE coins?, I am satisfied that Timothy 
Dwight made the Arm Band, He was from Boston, The NE coins were 
assumed made in or near Boston. It is admitted by the authors of 
hallmark books that,in effect, so many dates of birth,working 
period,and death of silversmiths were guess work. Too, could not, 
Dwight have been the small boy,assumeing that the date of his 
birth was 1645, that helped Hull and Sanderson as the floor 
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Kenneth Bressett: 


Sweep, who recieved his payment in re-jecks that he could 

Play with,or scraps that he could hammer into trinkets when 

he got older. T.D. could have been a relative of the coiners, 

Or, a few years after the NE's were made and the Willow and 

Oak Tree Coins were in circulation,he could have bought the 

NE's cheaper than the other coins..eThere is hundreds of theories. 


Noell. Of course the weights could not be accurate unless the coins 
~ were detached, Unless one were an Einstien. 


No.12. Of course the seller was not accurate. And I quote from the 
reverse of a business card that a dealer handed me the other 
day at a Lima show, "All: Gun & Coin Collectors & Dealers Are 
Liars, Except You & Me, And Sometimes I Am In Doubt About You" 
Unquote. oe 


No.13. In any event, whether it tis or taint, It is a nice piece. 
And from its appearence it is in my mind a vintage of the 
Timothy Dwight Period. Even if a fake, the coins are very 
old and among the good scarce fakes of the NE period no doubt. 
And,if there is not the demand for the item, I will put it 
with my indian silver collection, (and Refer you to No.l. 
above under "Quote", I will show it,and join the other collectors 
as a liar,and this will only leave you as the sole honest 
Collector) 


Ateidding. aside, 1 ama novice in coins,but think I have an 
above average knowledge of Indian silver trade items,And that 

- we should respect you boys that have had the experience in the 
numismatic field,rather than to doubt you.But as I say, the dumbest 
fellow like myself in coins, can,in his ignorant way,sometimes 
bring thoughts to light that can or mite help the learned. I remember 
back in 1936 when we were enclosing part of a large portch on our 
home, and after the carpenters had their phans made out and had starte 
the job, a neighbor women who was a kind old sole,but with no 
amagination,we thought, was watching the carpenters, who were starting 
to take out a door to eliminate a partition, when this lady pipes up 
with "Hey you,dont take oyt that door and petition,come out here four 
feet and put in enother pertition, you will have a closet you need 
worse than the space you will gain", Every one looked suprised, It was 
the smartest move we made when remodeling.We never thought of it. 


Thanking you very much for your interest in the kmme Arn Band and Coins, 
and a heck of a lot for the books you sent me. If you find anything new 
on the coins I would appreciate hearing from you. I will keep you informed 
of anything I find out. And I will holler like tiell,if 1 find any other 
item that I think you mite be interested in, ‘7 ye, 


~ 


Sincerely yours Ub WD 0 0 


e 
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Thought because I had the time this morning after starting the 
attached letter yesterday, The time because I had an appointment 
with my Optomtrist last P.M. and he kept my glasses to put new 
lenzes in,and I put on a pair this morning that are too weak to 

work with,and too strong to see distance with, and J have been 
miserable and mean all morning, mean enought that everyone has 

left me alone, so I have the time to write, and thought that I would 
make a supllement to the attached letter, in order to ask a question 
or two, that if you will,at your convenience,you mite answer. 


Having a likéng for odd items, there is allways a dealer or two 

who are freinds of mine that comes up with odd items at the gun 
shows and hunts me up. A few Sundays ago, while at the Toledo, Ohio 
gun collectors show, a Detroit dealer calls me from my tables to 
his and says, Here Harry, I picked this up for you. It was a 
Crimshaw, I believe this is what you call pieces of art that the 
sailers use to make years ago in between ports. It appears to be 
what I thought a Walrus Tusk, flattened on one side, and a nice 
sailing boat engraved on it. It is authentic and old. Then in the 
magazine section of either The Toledo Blade, or The Cleveland Pelin 
Dealer sunday paper there was a nice spread about a recent coin 
show, and it showed a picture of Jap Tree Money, Wampum, Porcelain, 
Chinese Jade money etc., and it showed a picture of "Whales Tooth 
monet from the Fifi Islands". This Whales tooth money pictured had 
the same shape as my Crimshaw,however I could not tell what was 

on the flat side,but the picture appeared like there was some 
carving on the flat side,and also on the semi round side of the 
Whale tooth money. Now, Did they use Crimshaw items for money? 

I would assume that the Sailers did trade them when they reashed 
port,or sold them to the natives. 


Too, Were the early Indian Peace Medals ever used for money... The 
reason I ask is, that a dealer once told me "If you ever get hooked 
with a fake George Washington Oval Peace Medal,dont woory about 
getting your money back,because they were the first U.S.Coinage, 
and would come under the- lew with respects to counterfaéting". 


Thmking you again, I an, 


P.S. Assume you are pretty tired by this time? 


‘Very truly yours 


i jy 
a B.MéDeniel 


< 


July 27, 1961 


Mr. Harry B. McDaniel 
Harry B. McDaniel Agency 
Bettsville, Ohio 


Dear Mr. McDaniel: 


Thanks for your recent: letter which pleased me in many 
ways. There are still many things left to be said for 
and against the NZ coins on your arm band. The fact 
that your coins are overweight, almost perfectly round 
ars eo unknown dies is strong evidence that they are 
not real, 


My careful weighing of the coins shows that one of them 
weighs approximately 1.45 grams and the other 1.6288 
grams, which is considerably more than the genuine piéces 
. weigh, The pieces could not have been field round, as 
this would have decreased their weight. Genuine pieces 
never vary more than 10 per cent from normal, but for 
that matter, contemporary counterfeit pieces were always 
underweight. 


I will continue to seek information about these coins 
and will report to you from time to time on anything 
new that turns up. If we could only establish that 
these coins were teadwn sometime before 1860, that would 
be a big step in the right direction. 


Regarding your whalestooth: I understand that these 
pieces are known as tambua and were actually used as a 
medium of exchange in the Fiji Islands. Sperm Whale 
teeth were also used as money in New Guinea. Many of 


ee 


these have carvings done by sailors. They are con- 
sidered valuable collectors! items., 


-I doubt that Indian peace medals were ever used as 
money, although they must have been considered very 
valuable by the Indians. The Washington oval medal 
is considered very desirable for its connection with 
Washington and I suppose even a counterfé@it would be 
of some value, These pieces are collected by numis- 
matists but they cannot be considered coins or money. 


Kindest personal regards, 
Sincerely, 
WHITMAN PUBLISHING COMPANY 


“Kenneth E. Bressett 
Numismatic Editor 


KEB: jam — | eS 
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December 5, 1961 


Mr, Harry B. McDaniel 
Harry B. McDaniel Agency 
Bettsville, Ohio 


Dear Mr. McDaniel: 


It was a pleasure to hear from you again. I have not been 
able to find any more information about the Indian arm 

band with the two coins attached, The consensus of opinions 
seems to be that these New England coins are of rather modern 
origin and are not the genuine issue. I am inclined to agree 
with this, but there is little concrete evidence to prove 
whether or not they are fabrications. For the time being, 

I will have to let the matter rest until I can turn up some 
new evidence, 


The coin rubbings that you sent were a little difficult to 
identify. The large pewter piece seems to be an Italian 
medal from the 16th or 17th century. The square piece is 
Danish but I cannot identify it. I believe if you wrote to 
the following person, he could give you further details about 
this coin, He is Mr. Richard H. Rosholm, 1211 West Clinton 
Avenue, Round Lake, Illinois. 


I am afraid that the 1913 nickel cannot possibly be genuine. 
The entire issue has been the hands of prominent collectors 
since the coins were struck, and no specimens ever went into 
circulation. Furthermore, the 3 on your coin looks like it 
may have been altered from a2, It does not look like the 
normal 3. 


I hope that the above information will be of some use to you. 
-I am pleased to learn that you are getting interested in coins. 
Do not hesitate to write to me again if I can ever be of any 
service to you. © | : 


d 


Sincerely, 
WHITMAN PUBLISHING COMPANY 


Kenneth E. Bressett 
Numismatic Editor 
KEB: jam . 


t 


The bracelet changed hands in this order: Old farmer to antique col4 
lector (who didn't know that those were coins; thought they were 
"do-iads") who scoured the country-side everywhere: to his long time 
collecting friend on a trade for an antiaue rifle (this fellow whom I 
know weil recognized them as coins, but got discouraged easily trying 
to suthenticate them and got hard-up for money); to me who bought it 
outright along with many other Indian artifacts because of my interest 
in antiouitities, Thuis since it was found it only changed hands three 
tires, 
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Mr.Blynn 
Page #2e 


The Chateau medal was bought by me at the same auction 
house (Kekots), however I did not buy it through the 
auction, It was at an estate auction (Henirick Estate), 

I noticed an unidentified man showing this medal to another 
person at the south door Of the auttion house, I saw the man 
that he was showing it to shake his head No', I then stepped 
in end esk if I could see the medal, and I_bought it of him. 
With) Pelerence| to the arm band with coins on it, I traded a 
Colt Patterson revolving rifle for this of Mr.w.E.Mar 
Detroit,Miichigan, He bought this and a gorgé from 4 
farmer just outside of Ipswitch, Mass., The farmer had plowed 

both items,pluss an old pistol up on his farm, Mr.Merft informed 

me just récently that he could take me back to the farm house 

where he bought the arm bend and gorget. Yes, In 1961 I haa 

the arm band and coind exemined by people who were suposed to 

know, however they come back with such reasons as follows, and 

[I am sure there was something strange about it, One reason was 

that the holes in the upper part of the arm band was not worn 

like the bottom holes (Of Course Not, The imttem top holes were 

for the purpose of fastening a fur or cloth piece,not dangles), 
another reason they gave was, the ends of the arm bends were filled 
with soft solder and they didnt have soft solder in those deys, 

There was no solder in the end folds,it was just dirt that I picked 
out). Another reason was, thet they thought the coins weighed more 
than the original coins at Yule University collection, and the Mass. 
Historical collection, (However, another authority infomred me that 
he never heard of a counterfit coin weighing more in those days thay 
an original). Therefore, I came to the conclusion that there was the 
possibility that the authority that said he didnt think the coins 
were authentic must have been the man who authenticated the original 
Yeles university coin, and that my two coins could heve proven that 
he made a mistake and that the Yele coin was not a New England 3Ps. 
coin,but an orniment from an Indian silver trede item instead. One 
of the so called experts stated that it the dye could he located it 
would in effect make numismatic history, So tnis lead me to beldve 
that they were pulling something. 

All of the rest of the nine items,(ten Items)was surely from the 
Canadian sourse. I have allways wanted to go up in Caneda to see 
if this dealer had bought it all, but have never made it. 






P.o-. With reference to those who are Very truly yours 
suposed to be experts,Remind me to tell 

fou about a tomahawk pipe that I sold 
Oo &@ Congressman from New York as a 
reproduction, and he showed it to 
Harold Feterson who stated without a 
doubt it--was.a penuine: one of 2ne 
1850 period. 

eT “ 


Harry B.ifeDaniel 
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December 27th,1974 


Mr. William C.. Blynn 
P.O; Boxe. 
Hinckley, Ohio 44233 


Dear Bills 


Enclosed is a copy of my letter to Mr. Doc Martt, 
the man that=1-20t-the Arm Band-of, 10 1s leaped ne 
will give you or me the directions of the farm home 
that he stated he got the arm band. If he writes me 
instead of you 1 will pass the information on to you 
right a waye 


With respects the 1789 Peace medal, I have it packaged 
awaiting the Christmad mail rusk to be over, However 

I will awaite word from you before mailing, as you stated 
in your letter of December 25th that you may be up. 


If you figure on making a trip here please Let me know 
a day or two ahead of time, and what material you would 
be interested ino 


= \ 
is A. AAA Ves dy) G71<e€ 


jf 
y 
Worry B.McDeniel 


A fle - 
> | gt McDANIEL AGENC ae 
ay Betisviiie, Chie 44815 
a December 27th,1974 
Mre Welle {Doe ) Marts 
3241 Main Stree} 
Emuctte Michigan 46022 
Dear ec: | | 


= sold the Timothy Dwight Arm Band with the two 

“new englend Goins attached to a Mr. Wililem C.Elynnes 

of P.O.Box 321 Hinckley, Ghio 4423535 some tike ago, 
end I gave hin the information you gave ma with 
reapetve the ferm house you stoped at where hee 
bought tha arm bend ang the gorgs3. Now br. Blynn 

-. Ag interested in making a trip -to Iapswitchs, Hasse. 

- She week of Jamiery 131h,1975 and would like to go 

to the place that you bought the erm bande | 


-. ®hevefore, IZ you will, Please iet Mr. Blyna know 
--ghe directions in which to reach the farm home that 
you bought the arm band &@t. Or, diet us know before 
: 25th that I can pass the information along 
to Mr. Blynmms 


Thanking you, I am, 





Very pe ve 
ae 4 


Herry 3.MeDaniel 


cc: Mr. Blynn 





‘Bowérs and “Ruddy Galleries, “Inc. 





6922 Hollywood Blvud., Suite 600 Telex: 69-1555 Photograde LSA 
Los Angeles, California 90028 Telephones (213) 466-4595 
Managing Directors: 
January 9, 1975 James F. Ruddy 
Nancy Ruddy 
OQ. David Bowers 


Rare Coin Sales and Research: 
Bowers and Ruddy Galleries 
Mr. William C. Blynn Bass Cob Auction Stet 


Box. 32 American Auction Association 
Hinckley, Ohio 44233 


Dear Mr. Blynn: 


Thank you for your letter of January 3rd. As per the auction agreement you 
signed, "when material is consigned to us for sale it is not to be with- 
drawn for any reason whatsoever." You can appreciate that at this point 

we have discussed the piece with a number of perspective clients (during 
our own studies of it), and quite a bit of time has been spent doing 
this--not to mention our own research. This is a very complex item. 
Although never before in our history of having auctioned millions of 
dollars worth of coins have we ever returned a consignment to any consignor 
(indeed, no such request has ever been made to us), if you will send us 
your check in the amount of $200 to reimburse us for our research time and 
trouble here we will send it back to you immediately. The pieces have not 
been out of our possession thus far, and they will be returned to you in 
the same condition as received. 


I appreciate your nice comments concerning our reputation. With best wishes, 
I remain 


oo yours, 
“1 
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Box 321 
Hinckley, . Ohio 
44233 
Aprs/29, 2975 
Mr. W.E.(Doc) Martt 
3241 Main Street 
Emmett, Mich. 48022 


Dear Mr. Martt, 


I want to belatedly thank you for your letter cf Jan, 10, 1975. 
It was very nice of you to take the time to help me. 


I was all set to leave for Ipswitch when I received your letter 
with directions and was going to make a two week vacatinunffoun 


-work and look a little «et New England. But, I became deathly 


411 with the Hong-“ong or Vietnam flu or whatever the doctor 
called it and had to cancel out. I will now be going next Dec. 


I am putting together an article for an Antique Journel on the 
Arm Bracelet ( I've had success with getting several published, 
before ) anc I would like to make reference to you and use your 
name if I may. Also, I could use the answer to a counvle of quest- 
ions, if you remember the answers. 


One: did the old farmer you got it from say whether he vlowed it 
up; whether it had been in the family for a number of years; or 
just when, approximately, was it plowed up? 


And Two: Harry McDaniels said you get a gorget at the same time; 
do you still have it? I would be interested in purchasing it 
if it be reasonable, 


it would be greatly appreciated if you could answer these questions 
and can add any other facts to it that would make my article more 
interesting. I'll send a copy of the magazine when the article 


is published. 


Thank you, Sir. 


a Sincerely, pap Ce. ae OU se PSaheasa tte Ee 


William C. Blyny ie BOAT sake 6) 


ANACS 


January 23, 1976 


Page 2 - 


A-2896 


B-4829 


B-3898 


A-4159 


A-4373 





179? U.S. Cent. Too worn to determine the date or variety. Possibly.S. 139, 
Genuine. . 


Well worn 1787 Fugio Cent with diagonally applied nurled edge, Edge applied 
long after striking and shows no wear or abuse as coin faces do, Altered 
coin. False edge, 


1874 Trade Dollar. The area under DOLLAR is rough from overheating during 
striking. The field has a proof surface but the devices do not seem to 
have it. The coin is genuine, Whether it is a proof is too controversial. 


1799 U.S, Dollar Bollender 12b. The edge planchet defect opposite the lower 
left star is natural (possibly caused by a piece of ash). The edge lettering 
is weak and doubled in part. The coin is genuine, 


1776 Continental Dollar, Weight 267.5 grains. Sp. gr. 4,6, The surface 
color is much brighter than normal pieces, The edge has the leaf design, 
but it is too broken up. The reverse is 30 degrees offset clockwise if the 
coin is turned on a vertical axis, The specific gravity should be over 7 
as the piece should be primarily tin. False, (Please recheck specific 
gravity as it was not measured by ANACS). 


New England 3d. Holed. Raised diagonal bar on NE side near bottom. 10.25 

Sp. gr. This coin was one of two attached by soldered silver links to an 
alleged seventeenth century Indian silver arm band, The coins and band wasiwc 
examined by me in 1961. My July 3, 1961 opinion was that the coins were 

false. The coin submitted was not detached then, but is now. The coin 

weighs 25% grains which is too much in excess of the 18 grains which it 

should weigh without a hole. The hole is too round and shows no wear where 

it was hung on the arm band. The hole is in the identical place as the 

hole in the pierced Yale specimen. The planchet is too round for such pieces. 
The form of the NE and III is unknown on a genuine piece. The piece is false. 


The mate to it also is false, 





Mr. Harry B. McDaniel — 
McDaniel Building 
Bettsville, Ohio 
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6922 Hollywood Blvd., Suite 600 Telex: 69-1555 Photograde LSA 
Los Angeles, California 90028 Telephone: (213) 466-4595 
March 9, 1976 Managing Directors: 


James F. Ruddy 
Nancy Ruddy 
Q. David Bowers 


Mr. William C. Blynn Rare Coin Sales and Research: 
Box 321 Bowers and Ruddy Galleries 
Hinckley, Ohio 44233 Rare Coin Auction Sales: 


American Auction Association 


Dear Mr. Blynn: 


I am sorry to say that I am returning to you herewith the so-called 
Massachusetts "NE threepence" (two specimens) and the silver band. 
As mentioned in our earlier correspondence, before beginning our own 

research here in detail we wanted to get clearance from the American 
Numismatic Association Certification Service. 


A note received today from the ANACS, bearing their notation 8235, is 
hard to argue with. It said: "This is the third time we have had this 
piece and each time the evidence gets stronger against it. The punches 
wrong and the weights are wrong. The single piece (the one not attached 
to the bracelet) weighs slightly over 25 grains with the hole. A known ¢ 
authentic specimen in the Massachusetts Historial Society weighs 17.3 
grains. The standard weight for this piece should be 18 grains, based 
on72 grains to a shilling authorized. Your piece would have weighed 
even more if it did not have a hole. The frugal New Englanders would 

not have permitted this!" 


So, although the piece gives every evidence of being early, the fact 


that it has been reviewed as such by ANACS would seem to preclude our 
handling it further. 


ANACS has an open mind, and I know that you have quite a bit of homework 

on the subject--so my suggestion would be to keep in touch with either 

Mr. Fazzari or Mr. Hopkins there and advise them of any information which 
could possibly countervene the evidence. Should there be later developments 
in favor of the coin I would be pleased to know of them. 


I will send a copy of this letter to ANACS so they will be aware of the 
situation. 


I am pleased to have had the chance to see the items in question and only 
regret that they did not turn out to be authentic in the view of ANACS. 
They ce inly are a numismatic mystery! 


Sars me 





Q. David Bowers 


CC: ANACS 


encls. 
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‘Bowérs_and Ruddy~ Galleries, Inc. 





6922 Hollywood Blvd., Suite 600 Telex: 69-1555 Photograde LSA 
Los Angeles, California 90028 Telephone: (213) 466-4595 
March 18, 1976 ae 


Nancy Ruddy 
Q. David Bowers 


Rare Coin Sales and Research: 
Bowers and Ruddy Galleries 


Rare Coin Auction Sales: 
American Auction Association 


Mr. William C. Blynn 
Bow 32k 
Hinckley, Ohio 44233 


Dear Mr. Blynn: 


Thank you for your letter. I am pleased that the pieces were returned 
to you in good order. 

Concerning the Indian peace medals, I would be pleased to consider these 
for a future sale. These items may involve an amount of research, so the 
enclosed auction agreement at 20% does not specify a date. However, it 

would be my intention to include them in one of our autumn sales (it 

probably will not be possible to complete authentications in time for 

our June sale, the one we are working on now). 


Concerning your NE pieces, please keep me posted as to any new developments 
which might arise on these. This is certainly a fascinating piece of 
numismatic history. 


Someone who might be quite interested in learning about the entire 
situation would be Eric P. Newman of Edison Brothers Stores, 400 Washington 
Street, St. Louis, Missouri. As you may know, Eric Newman is an authority 
in the field of colonials and has done extensive research. If you see fit 
to write to him I would send him copies of all the correspondence that we 
have had with you, that the ANACS has had with you, and so on--so he can 
put all the evidence in front of him and perhaps give you some ideas. In 
any event Mr. Newman is a very fine gentleman and I am sure you will be 
treated accordingly. 


With bgat wishes, I remain 






Sincefely yours, 


te ee. ete 
MAMA 


Aan ane 





-— S EF 


ey 


jae 


Box 321 
Hinckley, Ohio 
44233 
March 22, 1976 
, Waater Breen 
c/o FCI 
Albertscen, LI., ref: your letter Mar. 19 and 
New York NE 3 P coins. 


Dsar Mr. Breen, 
Thank yo for your courteous reply to my inquiry. 


I gather from your letter that you might be somewhat disturbed about not 
being consulted on this item in question; needless to say, so am I, I know 
you to be mich touted as an exvert in this field and that surely you would 
have to be one of the ANACSs consultants. Nowji wonder just wnat I paid 
for to the ANACS if they didn’t bring someone of your stature in in their 
quest to authenticate these cieces. 


You allude to one of three «choices that the ANACS covld have made in their 
findines on these coins. It’4s my impression that the issue is "still open.” 
They dicn't say "not genunie" nor "genuinet* They have had these coins in 
their possation the better part of the last year and one half and yet tefuse 
to say "germine" or “not genuine” only just make assumptions which are eas- 
ily countered. They adrit the armband is "probably gemine" but insist the 
coins are in doubt. How could these coins be other thar. authentic and yet 
be on an silver item of such historical importance anc great value on it's 
own, is a puzzle to me, Either it’s all wrong or all right. This item was 
plowed-un, as is, in Ipswitch, Mass. ané Tim frve gba are familier with the 
part that area played in Mass. Bay Colony History. 


I must sav here that it was not nessesarily my intent to "drag you in” on 
this, as you mt it, but only to see to what axtent the ANAG went in their 
efforts to authenticite this in wy Behalf. However, now perhacs dragging 
you in, if you want te be, might be the thing to do to get these recognized 
as they should be, These coins are genuine and nog with the documentation 
T've gleared from Museums ard Librarys, on my own, 1 can virtually vrovve 
that with the helr of somsone who truly knows most of what little is known 
eon this tyve of coin. 


You'll want to know, I*m sure, at this point just who those that I know of 
have been involved to one degree or anohher on this item. Too begin with, 
Bovers & Ruddy have head this item and in fact turned it over this last time 
to the ANACS. Q. David Bowers says "they certainly are a numismatic mystery" 
and “a fascinating piece of mimismatic history and "the piece gives every 
evidence of being early%" He said this even after ANACS refused to “bless 
them.” . 


Before B & R had them, I gave them to the ANACS myself. They said on one 
count to "regard the authenticity of the coins and the authenticity of the 
bracelet as two seperate matters" and on the ohter count “they are satis- 
fied the cdins are false.8nd attached in modern times." Yet later, after 

B & R turned them over to them they said "this is the third time we have had 
this piece and each time the evidence gets stronger against it.® 
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Also, the Peabody Museum, who have not personally exarrined the viece, but 
say from examining the photos of it that "You may have a very imvortant 
historical item." And, “we are very 4nterested in researching the item and 
having it here on display." 


I was committed to offering Bowers & Fnddy the item or rather just one coin 
for auction if authenticated in treturn for their efforts at authenticating 
4t for me. All they did, though, was turn 4t over again to the ANAG who 
had already refuged to Certify it. They evidently feel that if the ANACS 
won't "bless" these coins their is no sense in going elsewhere in the quest. 
They did, however, recommend someone I could turn to ( not you)® They would 
like it back if I can come-up with something else 4mportant on it that would 
warrent looking into it again by the ANACS. ) 


I realliv dicn't want any of the item sold or auctioned off ard I expressed 
that to B & R, but on the ohter hand did want these coins authenticated as 
the numismatie community should know of them 4f they exist and are genuine, 
I% a collector and it wovld be difficult to part with the orly two collect- 
able KF 3 P coins known to exist ( of course, the one 4n tne Mass. Hist. Soc. 
Museum, if authentic, is non-collectable be 


Nw, 1 feel the establishitent of these coins once and for all as gemine by 
someone who 41s qualified is more important than risking the vossibility of 
Going a little “toe stepping on™ and do not wish to let things just hang 
where they are. Therefore, I've enclosed shotogravhs of this item for your 
preliminary examination anc 4f you do wish to become 4nvolved on a permanent 
basis, ~ will have all the papers on documentation and communications run 
off ( their is considerable ) and forward them to you. If you do not want 
to come in on this, rlease return the vchotos. 


“I'm sure you won't want to mt any time in on this, except in a preliminary 


examination of the ~avers,for just an intelzettuilexerrtées. So, I would 
have to know at some point what will be snvclved there. Also, I have offered 
the bracelet to the Peabody Museum, if they can adecuately insure it while 
on displav, but haven't heard from them yet. If they can authenticate the 
bracelet, if wold be difficult to deny the coins. You probably worldn*t 
need the bracelet, anyway. ; 


I shall be awaiting your thoughts on this situation tims fer. 
Sincerely, 


William C. Blynn 
PSs Yes, same Buzzards and they did return. Please accent the enclosed 
bumper-sticker as a gift to your kids. They might get a kick out of it. WCB 


is 


OF 


6776. 2 CL 
200 I,U.Willets Road 
MmEperceons wads NY 21507 


Dear Mr. Blynn, 


In this #case, the documentation swill not prove 
anything whatever. Authentication has to be contingent 
on the physical properties of the coins and on the die 
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I have been kept far too busy by the press of deadlines 
where I work to think further about getting involved with 


your controversial threepence pieces. If you are ina 

hurry, I recommend that you try Eric Newman, as you sug- 
gested. He is certainly 1éss harried by déadlines than I 
am; he is obviously competent in this area; and he is at 
least equally suspicious. However, by all means try to 


get him to say whether he believes that your coins are 

(a) authentic, (b) counterfeits of the 1650's--70's period, 
fog orn or Cay 20th century imitations. This distinction 
will be very important. 


Needless to say, I will be extremely interested to hear 
what he has to say about them. 


Best, 


Whbtzy Beco 
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Peabody Museum, East India Square, Salem, Massachusetts 01970 


April 6, 1977 


Mr, William C, Blynn 
Box 321 
Hinckley, Ohio 44233 


Dear Mr. Blynn: 


Iam sorry to have taken so long with our research regarding the Timothy White 
bracelet; 


Myself, and the Conservation Laboratory at the Museum of Fine Arts in Boston, 
have devoted much time to this project and a full report will be forthcoming. I have 
sent the bracelet to you under a separate mailing and it should reach you shortly, if 
it has not already done so, 


-_ 


Ita rom laborato at the gold content of the bracelet is too little 
for it to be 17th century silver. Therefore, it must have been made at a later 
time, probably in the 18th century, but most likely later utilizing 18th century 
silver. I can understand your disappointment because I too was somewhat dis- 
appointed in the results, 
You will be hearing from me shortly with further details. 

Yours sincerely, 


fit. 


Peter J. Fetchko 
Curator of Ethnology 


Assistant Director of the Peabody Museum 
PJF:ga 
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NUMISMATISTS 
AUCTIONEERS « APPRAISERS 


tases oma ome Emer NiE Wi O@RK sINaY: 1OOTS ss TEL 212/582-2580 


July 27, 1978 
Mr. William C. Blynn 
Box 321 
Hinckley, Ohio 44233 
Dear Mr. Blynn: 
We are in receipt of your letter with photos enclosed herewith. 
In our opinion, the coin is extremely suspect. In fact, I doubt 
that it is genuine. The style of punches and general make-up lead 
me to this conclusion. 


Hoping this is the information you desire, I remain 


Sincerely yours, 
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1929 Ledge Road 
Hinckley, ,Ohio 
44233 
May 22, 1980 

Eric FP, Newman, 

Numismatist 
6450 Cecil Ave., 
St . Louis, Mo. 63105 


Dear Mr. Newman, 


Enclosed find a photograph of an 1843 (round) struck medal of PIERRE 

. CHOUTEAU JR. & CO., bust of Man Buren to r., reversrse, crossed 

tomahawk and peace pipe, clasped hands, PEACE / AND / PRIENDSIUIP, date, 
dies by Benj. Mead of St. Louis. These are sep erate obv. and reverse 
galvanos (or electrotype shells) made from the original dies of this 92mn. 
medal, which have been lead filled. "EB" in script has been engraved upon 
the lead surface(s) at the tip of both the obv. and rev. filled galvanos, 
just below the "die prong." These were once the property of the U.S. Yov't. 
but, are now legally mine. 


Due to their particular significance to St. Louis (Chouteau history) and 
their extreme rarity, do you think you could find a buyer for these? I 
believe the Missouri Historical ociety has an identical pair, but perheps 
some other local museum, collector or member of the Chouteau family might 
be interested. 


These are not modern made and are in perfect condition with a unigue feature 
of two diebrakes on the obverse. All known surviving which are of pewter are 
in a very poor state of preservation, as you no doubt know. I wish to clear 
the amount of $1400 on these. If you do not wish to handle them, I shall be 

running a classified ad in the St. Louis newspapers. Let me know,, please. 


Also, enclosed find photographs of two (2) NE 3 pence coins I own. From a 
preliminary examination of these photos, do you feel they warrent further 
investigation by you, the last word in Colonial coinage? If not, could you 
please send me photos of your NE 6 pence coin so that I can make my own 
comparison? I cannot get same anywhere, including the ANA or ANS. I suspect 
the same die would have been used on both types of coins. My coins were 
found on a Indian bracelet (still have) touch marked TD for Timothy Dwight, 
relative and appretice to John Hull! 


I have enclosed a SASE for your reply and the return of my photos. Thank 


you very much. 
Si ee) 
Cee yh a, C/ 
“Ge ne 
(liam C, Blynn ‘mee 


ERIC P. NEWMAN NUMISMATIC EDUCATION SOCIETY 


6450 Cecil Avenue, St. Louis, Missouri 63105 


May 28, 1980 


Mr. William C. Blynn 
1929 Ledee Road 
Hinekley, Ohio 44233 


Dear Mr. Bliynn: 
- 


As to the two New England threepence Massachusetts coins, 
I studied these when they were on the arm band 15 or 20 years ago 
and then reviewed the matter within the last couple of years. I 
realize your disappointment in the opinions which have been furnished 
you, but I am not in a position to devote any more time to the problem 
unless there are some new facts. The possible die linkaces were studied 
previously. What I have never learned is how this arm band came into 
your possession, whether you bought it or inherited it, but I know you 
have had it a very long time. 


I am returning your pictures as you suggested. 


Sincerely, 


Eric P, Newman 


jah 


Encls. 


ERIC P. NEWMAN NUMISMATIC EDUCATION SOCIETY 


6450 Cecil Avenue, St. Louis, Missouri 63105 


May 28, 1980 


Mr. William C. Blynn 
1929 Ledge Road 
Hinckley, Ohio 44233 


Dear Mr. Blynn: 


The copper electrotype shells of the Pierre Chouteau Jr. & 
Co. medal filled with pot metal about which you asked in your letter 
of May 22, 1980 were probably made at the U. S. Mint in my opinion. 
Several years ago I examined the example at the Missouri Historical 
Society which was given to them by the Chouteau family. It is as you 
state more or less the same as yours. I wrote an opinion for the 
Missouri Historical Society stating it was an electrotype. 


We are non-commercial and, therefore, would not participate 
in a sale of the items. If we knew of a customer we would be elad to 
let you know. Naturally we would like to have them for our own col- 
lectinn and if you would wish to give them to us and obtain an income 
tax deduction on a valuation you could support, that might be helpful 


to you. We would only be interested in buying them for a nominal amount. 


I am sorry we cannot be more helpful to you. 


Sincerely, 


Eric P. Newman 


jah 


ERIC P. NEWMAN NUMISMATIC EDUCATION SOCIETY 


6450 Cecil Avenue, St. Louis, Missouri 63105 


May 28, 1980 


Mr, William C. Blynn 
1929 Ledge Road 
Hinckley, Ohio 44233 


Dear Mr, Blynn: 


The copper electrotype shells of the Pierre Chouteau Jr. & 
Co. medal filled with pot metal about which you asked in your letter 
of May 22, 1980 were probably made at the U. S. Mint in my opinion. 
Several years ago I examined the example at the Missouri Historical 
Society which was given to them by the Chouteau family. It is as you 
state more or less the same as yours, I wrote an opinion for the 
Missouri Historical Society stating it was an electrotype. 


We are non-commercial and, therefore, would not participate 
in a sale of the items, If we knew of a customer we would be glad to 
let you know. Naturally we would like to have them for our own col- 
lection and if you would wish to give them to us and obtain an income 
tax deduction on a valuation you could support, that might be helpful 
to you, We would only be interested in buying them for a nominal amount, 


I am sorry we cannot be more helpful to you. 


Sincerely, 


Eric P. Newman 
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ERIC P. NEWMAN NUMISMATIC EDUCATION SOCIETY 


6450 Cecil Avenue, St. Louis, Missouri 63105 


May 28, 1980 


Mr. William C. Blynn 
1929 Ledee Road 
Hinckley, Ohio 44233 


Dear Mr. Blynn: 


As to the two New England threepence Mas¢achusetts coins, 
I studied these when they were on the arm band 15 or 20 years ago. 
and then teviewed the matter within the last couple of years. Tf 
realize your disappointment in the opinions which have heen furnished 
you, but IT am not ina position to devote any more time to the problem 
unless there are some new facts. The possible die linkages were studied 
previously. What I have never learned is how this arm band came into 
your possession, whether you bought 1t or inherited ‘it, but’ I know you 
have had it a very long time. Et ! 


I am returning your pictures as you suggested. 
Sincerely, 
Eric P. Newman 


jah 


Encls. 


1929 Ledge Road 
Hinckley, Ohio 
4233 
June 7, 1980 

Eric P. Newman, 

Numismatist 
ERIC P. NEWMAN NUMISMATIC EDUCATION SOCIETY 
6450 Cecil Ave., St. Louis, Missouri 63105 


Dear Mr. Newman, 
Thank you very mich for your two letters of May 28. 


With regards to the Pierre Chonteau Jr. & Yo. medal, it is John Ford; Jr.'s 
opinion (from versonal examination) that this is a struck galvanos or 
electrotype made from original dies. “id you notice the marked difference 
between Belden's plate 66 and Prucha's plate 62 with regards to the die 
creases? I cannot emagine how it could have come about that my example 

would have both of them on the obverse surface. The outstanding feature with 
my medal is, of course, that the surfaces are Gem perfect. I am giving 
serious consideration to a donation to your foundation if we can agree to 

a proper valuation; even a pasible trade might we worked out. I am interested 


in antique firearms. 


And, in regards to the two NE 3 pence Mass. coins, consider my proposal, herein, 
please. I don't know how one would go about conclusively authenticating these 
coins or determining them positively false besides through experience first 
hand with other pieces or "“eyeballing” through a powerful scope. I do suppose 


a comparison of the silver and gold content with, say, a shillingcof the same 
tyne might be revealing. I have mich circumstantial evidence that I'm sure 

¥ow aren't aware of, but that wovld be important only if the coins were proven 
scientifically to be true. “nd, the documents I ‘have with reference to how 

this item was originally obtained makes a fascinating story, but means little 
unless the coins are authenticated. These coins have really been around through 
the years in an effort to authenticate them, but no one seems to want to stick 
his neck-out, even if not sure, and I can't blame them as reputations are at 
stake. And, a sure-fire means of authenticating them seems to be unavailable, 
with “opinions” being all that one can get. I even get the impression from your 
letter that you, probably the most knowledgabhée of them all in this field, are 
not yet sure one way or the other, 


So, let me make you this proposition: if you will tackle them once more, in re- 
turn for your efforts gratis t o me I will donate one of the vieces (my choice) 
to your foundation if you are able to conclusively confirm their genuiness this 
time. JI understand that false is false and if that be absolutely the case, well, 
I shall finally give up the cause once and for all. 


if you feel that the above would be a further waste of your time, please just 
let me know and thank you anyway. 





ERIC P. NEWMAN NUMISMATIC EDUCATION SOCIETY 


6450 Cecil Avenue, St. Louis, Missouri 63105 


June 10, 1980 


Mr. William C, Blynn 
1929 Ledge Road 
Hinckley, Ohio 44233 


Dear Mr. Blynn: 


With regard to your Pierre Chouteau Jr, & Co. Indian item, 
I realized that the surfaces are quite perfect and that was the basis 
on which I stated that I felt they were made at the U.S. Mint. 


Our museum would be very grateful to have you donate the 
items to us. They will be in St. Louis then where they will be most 
appreciated. This foundation will enter on its books any reasonable 
valuation which you designate for such a gift. Their choice condition, 
their age, their importance, and their rarity (even though they are 
shells) make them most desirable and very valuable. The decision is 
yours. 


Thank you for your June 6, 1980 letter considering such a 
donation and we hope it will come to pass. 
Sincerely yours, 


Eric P, Newman 


jah 
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ERIC P. NEWMAN NUMISMATIC EDUCATION SOCIETY 


6450 Cecil Avenue, St. Louis, Missouri 63105 


June 10, 1980 


Mr. William C. Blynn 
1929 Ledge Road 
Hinckley, Ohio 44233 


Dear Mr. Blynn: 


Your June 7, 1980 letter about your 3d NE pieces shows how 
deeply concerned you are to obtain a proper determination as to the status 
of those armband coins. All anyone can give you is an opinion unless 
there is a positive matter which proves conclusively the status one way 
or another. I have this problem often when items are submitted. In the 
April 1979 Numismatist I wrote up a NE 12d which I tried to show was 
bad because it was a superb copy of a genuine coin with dirt casting on 
it. When one finds such facts it is easy. 


Apparently you know much more about the origin of the coins 
and the band, I have located the 1961 file on the matter and realize 
how many years you worked on the project. Have the coins ever been taken 
off the band? It proves nothing to check the metal and find it is okay 
because proper old coins are usually used for forgeries. Only if you 
find a trace of chromium, aluminum, etc., in silver can you reject pieces 
on that ground. The links are soldered solid as I recall. 


We cannot give an opinion on the basis you suggest. If you wish 
to take both coins off the armband and want me to restudy them, I might 
do that but I first want ail the facts of origin and all the opinions of 
others you have received on the coins. I do this work without coanpensation 
and without bias as you may realize. You feel I am not positive of their 
falsity and I am glad that you are right, It is my opinion, based upon 
what I have determined. I'm not afraid to give difficult opinions as any 
reputation one acquires stands on what others think of difficult opinions. 
Easy opinions are nothing. 


On occasion I have changed an opinion when new facts came to my 
attention, or new conclusions can be reached. it is hard to prove a nega- 
tive as to a coin and particularly when one has no genuine piece to compare 
them to, 

I write separate letters on each subject and that is the reason 
for two letters, 


Sincerely yours, 


Eric P, Newman 


jah 


1929 Ledge Road 

Hinckley, Ohio 
4233 
June 28, 1980 

Eric P. Newman 

ERIC P. NEWMAN NUMISMATIC EDUCATION SOCIETY 

6450 Cecil Ave., 

St. Louis, Missouri 63105 


ref: your letter of June 10, 1980 
Dear Mr. Newman, 


I'm very hesitant at submitting all the enclosed correspondence, etc. 

for you to examine, because its going to be rather a time consuming 

mess for you to work with and some of the pp@s are rag-tag. 4nd, that 
4s not all; even some of the earlier papers are missing, etc. But, 
perhaps you can come to some conclusion as to whether you wish to restudy 
the coins or not. 4nd, besides you did say in your letter that you would 
want all the facts of origin and all the opinions of others. 


Yes, the coins have been removed from the bracelet, but not smipped at 
the solder point and if you'll notice the Peabody Museum had the bracelet 
analized and their is no mention of chromium, aluminum, etc. as being in 
the metal. 


Notice the first document enclosed is a hand written letter by the man 
that originally discovered the item and where. 


There is only one authentic Dwight made item in existence; are there any 
unquestioned authentic NE 3d pieces you know of? 


There are 110 pieces of literature enclosed and unless you would want 
some of it I would appreciate it if you would eventually return it all 
as some are original letters. I will be glad to pay the post if you 
will envoice me. 


Regards. 


Sincerely, 





lliam C, Blynn 


ERIC P. NEWMAN NUMISMATIC EDUCATION SOCIETY 


6450 Cecil Avenue, St. Louis, Mis soley. 63105 


“July 23, 1980 


Mr, William C. Blynn 
1929 Ledge Road 
Hinckley, Ohio 44233 


Dear Mr. Blynn: 


I carefully read the documents sent to me with your June 28, 
1980 letter. As you realize they do not throw much additional light 
on the situation. As I previously said, I realize how much effort you 
have put into your study of the items, but as it stands I think the 
change in position is not justifiable, 


I am still hoping that it might be worthwhile for you to donate 
the Chouteau medal electros to this organization. Don't you think that 
would be a nice thing to do and very well worth your while. 


All of the papers you forwarded are being returned herewith. 


a es Mikae es : ete nea Siicerely, 


we 


ye 8 © Bete BP. Newnan 
jah 


Enclé..° 


1929 Ledge Road 
Hinckley, Ohio 
44233 
Eric P. Newman July 28, 1980 
Erie:P. Newman Numismatic Society 
6450 Cecil Ave. 
St. Louis, Missouri 63105 


Dear Mr. Newman, 


Thank you for your nice letter of July 23, 1980, And, thank you for 
devoting your valuable time to my documents and returning them to 

me, along with your current thoughts on the matter of the NE 3d “coins.” 
Giiess I'll’ give up now, permanently, on trying to establish their 
authenticity. If you know of any indivicual who would want them for 

a reasonable price or trade and wants to take-up where I'm leaving off 
or any Institution who would want them as a gift and doesn't mind having 
such a hara to determine item, please let me know. Too bad their isn't 
a positive scientific method for determining their authenticity. This is 
either a fantastic fake (and, apparently the only copy known that includes 
such a bracelet and maker's mark) or one of the top numismatic mysteries 
of this century. 


Also, thank you for your persuasive dialoque with reference to the Pierre 
Chouteau Jr. & Co. Electros. I cannot, frankly, see how I could gain any 
fsnanciel benefits for my particular situation being just on the verge 

of retirement. If I were to donate them to your Society, it would be 
only a gesture, whereas if I were to sell or euction them itiwould offset 
some of my losses due to my apparent "yoor selections." I will give the 
matter mach more thought before I decice what to finally do. 


By-the-way, your opinion that the Chouteau medal electros are probably 
US, Mint made «= can be strengthened now by the knowledge that these 
pieces of mine were once-U.S. Gov't. property, but are now legally owned 
by me. That fact is varifiable by evidence I retain. 


prt! BC 
liam C. Rlyny a Sa aaee 


Regards. 


ERIC P. NEWMAN NUMISMATIC EDUCATION SOCIETY 


6450 Cecil Avenue, St. Louis, Missouri 63105 


August 8, 1980 


Mr. William C. Blynn 
1929 Ledge Road 
Hinckley, Ohio 44233 


Dear Mr. Blynn: 


In your July 28, 1980 letter to me you asked if I know of 
any institution which would want the arm band and coins as a gift and 
would continue to try to work on them. I should think that we have 
shown you that we will do that and that you might want to give them to 
us. If you don't need the tax deduction you can give them to us on 
condition that if they turn out to be genuine you would receive back 
one of the coins or the value of one of the coins. 


We have been completely sincere with you at all times and want 
to be completely ethical about all of this. 


If you need a tax deduction and can use it, then you should 
give the arm band and coins without any condition and you can have them 
valued on the basis of their questionable authenticity. 


Why don't you get that part out of the way and then decide on 
what you might wish to do on the Chouteau medal electros. 


Sincerely, 
bs 


¢C 


on 


| eee Os 


Eric P. Newman 


jah 


ERIC P. NEWMAN NUMISMATIC EDUCATION SOCIETY 


6450 Cecil Avenue, St. Louis, Missouri 63105 


August 8, 1980 


Mr. William C. Blynn 
1929 Ledge Road 
Hinckley, Ohio 44233 


Dear Mr. Blynn: 


In your July 28, 1980 letter to me you asked if I know of 
any institution which would want the arm band and coins as a gift and 
would continue to try to work on them. I should think that we have 
shown you that we will do that and that you might want to give them to 
us. If you don't need the tax deduction you can give them to us on 
condition that if they turn out to be genuine you would receive back 
one of the coins or the value of one of the coins. 


We have been completely sincere with you at all times and want 
to be completely ethical about all of this. 


If you need a tax deduction and can use it, then you should 
give the arm band and coins without any condition and you can have them 
valued on the basis of their questionable authenticity. 

Why don't you get that part out of the way and then decide on 


what you might wish to do on the Chouteau medal electros. 


Sincerely, 


si et 
Pa 
i bas ah yin 
C7 
Eric P. Newman 


jah 


as 
8 


ERIC P. NEWMAN NUMISMATIC EDUCATION SOCIETY 


6450 Cecil Avenue, St. Louis, Missouri 63105 


August 8, 1980 


Mr, William ¢. Blynn 
1929 Ledge Road 
Hinckley, Ohio 44233 


Dear Mr. Blynn: 


In your July 28, 1980 letter to mé you asked if I know of 
any institution which would want the arm band and coins as a gift and 
would continue to try to work on them. I should think that we have 
shown you that we will do that and that you might want to give them to 
us. If you don't need the tax deduction you can give them to us on 
condition that if they turn out to be genuine you would receive back 
one of the coins or the value of one of the coins, 


We have been completely sincere with you at all times and want 
to be completely ethical about all of this. 


If you need a tax deduction and can use it, then you should 
give the arm band and coins without any condition and you can have them 
valued on the basis of their questionable authenticity. ; 

Why don't you get that part out of the way and then decide on 
what you might wish to do on the Chouteau medal electros, 


Sincerely, 


Eric P. Newman 


1929 Ledge Boade 
Hinckley, . Ohio 
4233 

Eric FP, Newman August 12,.1980 

NEWMAN NUMISMATIC EDUCATION SOCIETY 

6450 Cecil Ave., 

St. Louis, Missouri 63105 


Dear Mr, Newman, 


I am still considering doing with the Chouteau medal eléctros what 
I am in the process of doing with the NH 3 d grouping, that is gift 
them to your Society. At your suggestion, I shall get the NE 34 
items out of the way first, and then try to come to some decisdon 
on the electros. 


As far as I'm concerned, we do have a little different situation with 
the Chouteaus than with the coins, And, that's what makes the decision 
more difficult. Your opinion: on the medal electros-agrees with mine 
and I consider them authenticatedcand no gamble exists with them, It 
is, therefore, tempting to have them auctioned,. Yet, I agree that 
they belong in St, Louis. 


A’deciding factor might be what your Society feels they can log in 
the way of a market value for tax purposes. Again, I could either 
gift them to one of my ,ons or have the the tax deduction go into my 
estate for the future. If gifted to one of my sons, he would, of 
course, then give them to you, 


I know of no precedence that has been set in the market place or at 
auction on such an item, do you?” Even though they are medals rather 
than coins they do hold special significance to St. Louis and should 

be more valuable to a purchaser there, someone like your Yociety should 
they be able to purchase them, than even on the open market at auction, 
I know your Society cannot purchase them, but if you could what market/ 
tax evaluation do you think they could fetch?” I know I can rely upon 
your sincerity and ethics when I present that question to you, 


Please, let me know your thoughts on the above. Thank you, 





‘ Dee ae CLE ey 


LY 


William ae Elynn 


1929 Ledge oad 
Hinckley, Ohio 
142 33 
Ang. 12, 1980 
Erie P, Newman 
ERIC P. NEWMAN UMISMATIC EDUCATION SOCIETY 
6450 Cecil Ave., 
St, Louis, Missouri 63105 


Dear Mr. Newman, 
Thank you for your nice letter of “ugust 8, 1980, 


i have never entertained any second thoughts as to your or your 
foundation's sincerity or ethics, I am aware of just how well 
you both are thought of in Numismatic circles. And, I'm-very 
pleased that you have decided to ask me for the NE:3 d grouping, 
as well] as the Chouteau halves, 


i believe that if anyone can determine the status of the coins,. 
one-way-or-the-other, you people can alone above all’ others. Pos, 
you should definately have them now that I've given up the quest 
once and for all, And, you should have a completely free hand, 

so I'm going to give them to the Society without any condition 

and let them be valued on the basis of their questionable authent- 
icity. You may have the Indian Arm Bracelet and Two 34 Dangles 
with no strings attached if the question of their value with their 
status yet to be completed.ean be agreed upon by us both, 


I am aware of how very valuable to history ard Numismatics these 
items might be as well as how extremely valuable that they'll be 
monetarily, should a positive determination be made. 0, at their 
present status as a questionable, but possible or probable entity, 
just how much shall we record their value to be? I'm going to let 
the Society be the sole judge on that, as, after all you'll have to 
support your reasons shouléthey turn cut to be false, Should’ they 
be correct, and I do hope they will for you, your Institution will 
indeed“be most fortunate and can do what you will with them, but 
will have a very valuable item Au Gratis, I do, of course, have a 
figure in mind, but I shall not let it influence you ané will accept 
whatever figure you'll be comfortable with both in reality and fair- 
ness, 


I understand I can't derive much financial gain-ffom this transaction, 
until I die, so I might gift them to one of my Sms or someone else 
who will give them to you in their name, if that!s alright. If not,, no 
matter as I want you to heve them anyway. I feelythey are correct or I 
wouldn't have put so much money into the quest. 8, I'd like to see 
my feelings confirmed rather than have them sit fn my safe deposit, 


They willbe shipped after I hear from you next, ae 
than. 
*) Mean 
ae 
5 ae 


ERIC P. NEWMAN NUMISMATIC EDUCATION SOCIETY 


6450 Cecil Avenue, St. Louis, Missouri 63105 


August 15, 1980 


Mr, William C. Blysan 
1929 Ledge Road 
Hinckley, Ohio 44233 


Dear Mr. Blynn: 

As to the bracelet and the two 3d pieces, I am pleased you 
have agreed to give them to us. We appreciate your thoughtfulness and 
kindness. ; 


I will ask Kenneth Bressett to value the pieces as unauthen- 
ticated,for you. He is well able to do this and is completely fair. 


The gift should be completed first by sending them to us. Then 
the items can be sent to him for examination and appraisal, There can be 
no justifiable criticism if it is handled in that way. 

I hope that procedure satisfies you, Please send them to us 


at P, 0. Box 14020, St. Louis, MO 63178 and we will send you an appropriate 
acknowledgement . 


Sincerely, 


Eric P. Newman 


jah 


1929 Ledge-“ead 
Hinckley, Ohio 


W233 
Aygust 22, 1980 
Erte: P, . Newnan 
ERIC P, NEWMAN NUMIMATIC EDUCATION SOCIETY 
6450 Cecil Ave., 
St. Louis; Mo. 63105 


Dear Mr, Newman, 


With reference to your august 15 letter, may I please revert back 
to your “agust 8 letter and the several aptions thet you outlined’ 
therein that I can take on the donatiom of the NE 3 d coins and’ 
Indian bracelet? 


In your letter of that date you say "on the-condition that if they 
turn out to be gemine you would regeive back one of the coins: or 
the walue of one of the coins.” Upon further consideration, may IT 
rather than gift all the above items in sum total for tax. deduction 
4nstead ‘give them to you under the above condition? As long as I 
really don’t have much use for a tax dediiction amd’as long as this: 
opportunity exists:for further study to be done on them I shouldn't: 
sell the items short before all the returns are ‘in, 


Should the coins prove genuine the donation of one of then would 
offset the sale of the oter, should I decide to do that, anyway. If 
they should determine to be false I still loose little as I cannot 
use the tax deductions Even then as counterfeits they should have 
some value,I believe. So, I believe this option you present is the 
prefereable one after aTl. 


If the above is still alright with you and you do not mind my making 
this change of offer before things went any further and’ if, should the 
coins indeed prove germine, I can choose the coin to be returned unless 
you decide to send the value of one of them,. they are still yours to 
continue work on to a final determination, 


In the event the above is satisfactory, I am enclosing the items and’ 
shall await either your akknowledgement or your counter proposal, 


- Sincerely, i 
( 


William C, Blynn- 


P.S. On Aug, 12 I wrote two letters with the other refereing to the 
Choutean Electro, Did it slip by you? Thank you. W,C.B, 











August 26, 1980 We 


ee WP ae 
Mr. William C, Blynn { 
1929 Ledge Road | 
Hinckley, Ohio 44233 


Dear Mr. Blynn: 


Your letter dated Auguat 22, 1980 arrived in good shape with 
the silver arm band and the two holed NE 3d pieces formerly linked onto 
it. We are pleased that you have carried out your gift on a basis that 
will satisfy you, That is why we gave you alternate suggestions to 
choose from. 


To confirm the gift arrangement, we wish to make it clear that 
the arm band has been given to us without condition. The two NE 3d pieces 
are given to us with the condition that if they are determined to be genuine, 
then you personally may select one of them as your property with our option 
to buy that one at a price determined by independent appraisal. The one 
not so selected shall then become our property without condition. 80 long 
ae no determination of genuineness fis made the coins shall remain in our 
possession and as our property subject to the above condition. If a 
determination of falsity is made in the future the two NE 3d pieces will 
remain our property without further condition. 


We shall not be responsible for the loss or disappearance of 
the coins if we treat them in the same manner ag our other property when 
studying them, sending them to others, exhibiting them, etc., We shall 
not be obligated to seek their authentication by any time limitations 
or by any specific requirements, Waturally after all the work which has 
been done in the past, we would like to see a full determination. We 
believe we should try to locate and examine the other NE 3d pieces which are 
supposed to exist in order to make a comparison, 


We believe you should furnish us with the date and details of 
acquisition by you. Who was Harry B. McDaniel? We would also like to 
know if the silver welds on the arm band ends and on the links were there 
when you acquired the pieces, If not, who soldered then together. We 
presume you authorized the removal of the coins from the links. 


Thank you again for choosing us to own the items as above outlined. 
Sincerely, 


Eric P, Newnan 
jah 


re yor 


ERIC P. NEWMAN NUMISMATIC EDUCATION SOCIETY 


6450 Cecil Avenue, St. Louis, Missouri 63105 


August 26, 1980 


Mr. William C, Blynn 
1929 Ledge Road 
Hinckley, Ohio 44233 


Dear Mr. Blynn: 


Your letter dated August 22, 1980 arrived in good shape with 
the silver arm band and the two holed NE 3d pieces formerly linked onto 
it. We are pleased that you have carried out your gift on a basis that 
will eatisfy you. That is why we gave you alternate suggestions to 
choose from. 


To confirm the gift arrangement, we wish to make it clear that 
the arm band has been given to us without condition, The two NE 3d pieces 
are given to us with the condition that if they are determined to be genuine, 
then you personally may select one of them as your property with our option 
to buy that one at a price determined by independent appraisal. The one 
not so selected shall then become our property without condition. So long 
as no determination of genuineness is made the coins shall remain in our 
possession and as our property subject to the above condition. If a 
determination of falsity is made in the future the two NE 3d pieces will 
remain our property mec iiame further condition,. 

We shall not be Jebvonsttite: for tive: Ades or” disappearance of 
the coins if we treat them in the same manner as our other property when 
studying them, sending them to others, exhibiting them, @te., We shall 
not be obligated to seek their authentication by any time limitations 
or by any specific requirements. Naturally after all the work which has 
been done in the past, we would like to see a full determination. We 
believe we should try to locate and examine the other NE 3d pieces which are 
supposed to exist in order to make a comparison. 


We believe you should furnish us with the date and details of 
acaplate ton by you. Who was Harry B. McDaniel? We would also like to 
know if the silver welds on the arm band ends and on the links were there 
when you acquired the pieces. If not, who soldered them together. We 
presume you authorized the removal of the coins from the links. 


Thank you again for choosing us to own the items as above outlined, 


Sincerely, 


Eric P. Newman 


jah 





August 26, 1960 


Mr. William C. Blynn 
1929 Ledge Road 
Hinckley, Ohio 44233 


Dear Mr. Blymn: 


We wanted to clear up the coin and arm band matter before 
going into the Chouteau matter. 


Now that we have accepted the arm band and 3d pieces with 
complex conditions, we believe you should give the electros to us with- 
out condition. They belong in St. Louis as you said. We will get an 
appraisal of them from a qualified person if you wish. You could also 
get your own appraisal. We cannot negotiate with you on that value, 
but we will accept whatever value is reasonably arrived at. Then you 
will have a tax deduction for that sum now. Your major financial gain 
will result if the NE 34 pieces turn out to be genuine. 


The decision is yours and you can rely on our ethical devotion 
to the public good. 


Sincerely, 


Eric P. Rewnan 


jah 


ERIC P. NEWMAN NUMISMATIC EDUCATION SOCIETY 


6450 Cecil Avenue, St. Louis, Missouri 63105 


August 26, 1980 


Mr. William C. Blynn 
1929 Ledge Road 
Hinckley, Ohio 44233 


Dear Mr, Blynn: 


We wanted to clear up the coin and arm band matter before 
going into the Chouteau matter. 


Now that we have accepted the arm band and 3d pieces with 
complex conditions, we believe you should give the electros to us with- 
out condition. They belong in St. Louis as you said. We will get an 
appraisal of them from a qualified person if you wish. You could also 
get your own appraisal. We cannot negotiate with you on that value, 
but we will accept whatever value is reasonably arrived at. Then you 
will have a tax deduction for that sum now. Your major financial gain 
will result if the NE 3d pieces turn out to be genuine. 


The decision is yours and you can rely on our ethical devotion 


to the public good. 


Sincerely, 


Eric P. Newman 


jah 


1929 Ledge “ead 
Hinckley, Ohio 
44233 
August 30, 1980 
Eric: P, Newman 
ERIC P. NEWMAN NUMISMATIC SOCIETY 
6450 Cecil Ave., 
St. Louis, Me. 63105 


Dear Mr, Newman, 


Being that this is the first time that I've beceme invelved in an 
insitutional denatien, I de hepe that yeu'll be indulgent with me 

while I make sure we have all the cenditions cerrect and en a basis 
that will satisfy us beth. A lessen te be learned for me, through 

this experience, is that centracting via mail exclusively is very diffi- 
cult due te the time lasp between mailings. 


for example, it was my assumptien that if I were te denate ene cein, should 
they beth determine te be genuine, I weuld naturally get, in addition the 
cein of my cheice back, the armband back,alse. New it appears that I 
might, through seme misunderstanding, have given away that item as well as 
ene coin, And, that I weuldn’t want te de at all,.if I have a choice, 

And, anether assumption was that shotild the two NE 34 coins determine te be 
false you would return everything. Put, you state that you get te keep 
everything, the way I understand it, in that event. Under these conditions 
I surely would be further ahead te try te make use of a tax-dedistion, ne? 


I*ve searched through our letters of correspondence and until your letter 
of Aug. 26 see no mention explicitly of seme ef these conditions, Am I 
wreng? Enlighten me if I am, please. 


Maybe we can clear up the matter so that you can get on with your determin- 
ation unhampered, You have new the items and I want you to retain them. 

I won't held you to any time limitations or specific requirements. But, 

I do want to relax, feeling I'm getting a fair shake on their distributien, 
beth before and after their determinatien. I shall, therefore, attempt te 
make myself perfectly clear on how I prefere to give them to your institution, 


First, you may send them to Kenneth Bressett to value as unauthenticated, I 
will accept his fair offer fer tax deduction if it's anywhere near my ideas 
ef that value in it's present status. I will prebably use my son's names,. 
jointly. 


Or, you ™AaY have one coin, ef my choice, as a gift if they are determined 
to be germine, I will then receive back the other coin, or it's market value, 
and the bracelet. If the coins should determine to be false, I will get both 
ef the coins and the bracelet back, 





I could live with any of the above alternatives. 


As to Harry B. McDaniel. He is a good friend of mine of many years. He 
devoted his lifetime to collecting American Indian items, including 

Jesuit silver, and housing it in his private mseum. He considered the 
bracelet and coins to be his most important acquisition. I pestered him 
te sell it to me for seme time until he finally did. He got it from "Doc" 
Martt, his clese friend who was also an "Indian" collector of many years. 
He had many important relics to his credit. He personally bought the 

arm band with dangles from the farmer whe plowed it up in Ipswitch, Mass. 
with other items, The farmer had no idea what he had. “Doc" didn’t know 
the dangles were coins and swapped it te McDaniel. The item is third-hand 
to me, but I have never been able to fault these two men or the items his- 


tory. 


The silver solder welds on the band and links are original to it and, I'm 
possitive,proper. And, I believe therein lies am important key. That is 
why I used precaution when I removed the coins in order to send the brace- 
let and coins te various destinations fer authentification. 


Timothy Bwight, the maker of the item, was an appretice te J ohn Hull, , Mint- 
master and related te him by marriage. Dwight lived a short while and only 
ene item remains of his Silversmithing, except for possibly this item. 
Dwight's father Cp't. Dwight was appointed by Mass. Colony to treat with 
the Indians and died fighting them. Dwight probally made this bracelet 

for his father while an early apprentice which would account for it's 
relative simplicity. Hull probably gave him the coins for dangles being 
that the other NE-coinage was dispensed with after only a few months of 
use, Dwight's touchmark resembles Hull's closely. 


Again, I would prefere net to go the tax deduction route. I have complete 
faith in the coins and in you and would rather ride along with them. “ut, 
4f I can't get anything back we can pursue along that line. 


I hope you will accept the above in the vain that I offer it..Now is the 
time for clarity, not assumptions, to preserve our mtual good-will. 


I shall keep the Chouteau Electros an open issue for a little while, yet. 
If I don't need a tax dedtiction, I certainly won't need a double one. 
But, they will be yours if it is at all'practicle to give them. 





September 15, 1980 


Mr. William C. Blynn 
1929 Ledge Road 
Hinckley, Ohio 44233 


Dear Mr. Blynn: 

In going through my father's mail, I came across 
your letter of August 30. I wanted to. let you know that 
Eric is in China through the end of this month, and I 
will be bringing your letter to his attention as soon 
as he returns. 


Sincerely, 


Andrew E. Newman 


vg 
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January 6, 1981 


Eric Newman 
6450 Cecil Avenue 
St. Louis, Missouri 63105 


Dear Eric: 


Thank you for sending the fractional currency. I appreciate 
your considering Kagin's, and I am having Bob Rubel prepare a check 
as you requested. 


You asked about the N.E. three pence. I have checked my records 
and found that in 1958 the librarian at Yale told me that the piece 
had been missing from their collection since about 1945-50 and, possibly 
Since 1930. He was careful to state that the piece was missing, not 


stolen. 

Sincerely, 

IR 

Kenneth E. Bressett 

Vice President - Numismatics 
mes 


Kagin’s Numismatic Investment Corp. ¢ Kagin Numismatic Services Ltd. * Kagin’s Numismatic Auctions, Inc. 


1929 Ledge Road 
Hinckley, Ohio 
1233 

July 1, 1981 


Eric P. Newman 

ERIC P. NEWMAN NUMISMATIC SOCIETY 
6450 Cecil Ave., 

St. Louis, Mo. 63105 


Dear Mr. Newman, 


Being that it is approximately one year since I last heard from you 
with regards to my NE 3 pence “dangles” and Indian Arm Bracelet (your 
letter of ugust 26, 1980) I was wondering if I might have an update 
on the progress that has been made towards thier authentification or 
at least confirmation that you are still actively working on them? 


Also, I have been awaiting patiently a response to my letter of ugust 
30, 1980. I cannot give the lot up if they should be adjudged false by 
you and I cannot give the bracelet up under any circumstances as i 
outline in my letter of that date. So, I want varification that you 
understand those stipulations as those were my conditons throughout our 
association of last year and I was trying to make those points clear. 


May I please hear from you? 


Sincerely, 






liam C, Blynn °* 


P.S. I am retired now and have no use for a tax credit. In light of that,. 
the above stipulations become even more important to me and I want to 
relax in the knowledge that we are in total mutual agreement before any 
determination is made one way or the other. WCB 








ERIC. P. NEWMAN NUMISMATIC EDUCATION SOCIETY | 


6450 Cecil Avenue; St. Louis, Missouri 63 105 


July 14, 1981 


‘Mr. William C. Blynn 


1929 Ledge Road 
Hinckley, Ohio 44233. 


Dear Mr. Blynn: 


The amount of time I have used in correspondence 
with you is substantial as you realize. I am going on my 
Summer vacation now ahd when I return 1 will try to give the 
matter further. thought. 


Sincerely yours, 


Eric P. Newman 


jah 





1929 Ledge Road 
H,nckley, Ohio 
4233 

October 12, 1981 





Eric P, Newman 

ERIC P, NEWMAN NUMISMATIC: EDUGATION SOCIETY 
6450 Cecil Ave. 

St. Louis, Mo. 63105 


Dear Mr. Newman, 


It has been three months since your letter of July 14, 1981. Since you 
have not contacted me yet as you indicated you would, it is probably 

safe to conclude that although you are returned from your vacation you 
are still faced with indecision as to how to how to comply with my 

wishes with regards to my TD Indian Bracelet with two NE 3d Coins. Perhaps 
I can help you along those lines. 


To the best of my knowledge, you've not made a decision about authenticity 
either way yet. So, why not just return the bracelet and two coins to me 
where they'll] remain an unknown and be enjoyed by me as such, I know a 
decision of such great importance is mat difficult and I'll surely under- 
stand your hesitancy to make one. 


Two things I cannot understand,however, is why you would have to keep the 
bracelet if you determine the coins to be correct or why you should keep 
everything if you determine the coins to be false. It is my opinion that’ 
the donation of one coin (if genuine) to your Society would be more than 
generous of me and would be sufficient. 


In anycase, whatever you decide to do I would like to know where we stand 
in mutual agreement as soon as possible, I am quickly becoming "up-tight" 
about the whole matter, 





import to historians and collectors that it far overshadows any minor 
disagreement we are having, as I'm sure you realize. "o, if your hesitation 
is not so much in the actual determination of the coins, but rather in 

how best to comply with my stipulations I hope that common sense will pre- 
vail so that you can continfie on to a final determination while putting my 
mind at ease at the same time. W.C.B. 





_ ERIC. P. NEWMAN NUMISMATIC EDUCATION. SOCIETY 


6450 Cecil Avenue, St. Louis, Missouri 63105 a 


“October 22, 1981 _ 


Me, William ¢, Blynn 
(1929 Ledge Road — | 
Hinekley , Ohio 44238 
’ Dear Mr. ‘Blynn: 


Your eae ‘of Satobay’ io 1981 arrived when t was a witness 
in a long trial oF. a business matter. © 


a don’ t veaut! ‘you to be Map tight" or concerned about He 
band and coins. I Jere ane we had ab cresieyicl an ROE REROAT AS 5 but you felt 
od see note 


v2 have: Gieds ‘told you t felt chiat the® icabni were not onal 


yee t was willing to work on’ them further to see if there was any basis. 


to change my opinion. I know how important all this is to you and to 
humismatic history if the pieces om genuine. I know how unimportant it 
gll ie if the pieces are false. You have no idea how, difficult the work - 


Tie is to determine this: matter conclusively. a 


Let us return the bracelet and one eeth 80 shai we can ork on 


| a ee oe when we can. ii open eee. that you. feel we should own the et pe 











: coin, 


eae, pla tom sa watt 


| iio me a sincerely, in ate: 5 - i 
ROME HRT SLE EAR ii By Bete P. etme ! 
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1929 Ledge Road 
Hinckley, Ohio 
44233 
October 28, 1981 
Eric P. Newman 
ERIC P. NEWMAN NUMISMATIC EDUCATION SOCIETY 
6450 Cecil Ave., 
St. Louis, Missouri 63105 


Dear Mr, Newman, 


Thank you very mch for your nice letter of October 22, 1981 and for 
being so patient and understanding with me. I can appreciate how 
extremely busy you mst be with the many demands placed upon you and 
truly dislike being a bother. “ut, if I could just get the full 
understanding between us I desire I could then let you continue the 
matter of the coins to a conclusion at your own pace. 


You stated in your last letter that you always told me you felt the coins 
were not genuine, but were willing to work on them to see if there was 
any basis to change your opinion. I guess I hadn't realized you had a 
rather negative opinion prior to now and instead was depending upon what 
you said in your letter of June 10, 1980 in paragraph three "not positive 
of thier falsity." No matter, you have the coins now, so why not just 
continue on with the adventure? Truly, as you said, its all quite unimport- 
ant if the pieces are false and that's a fact! “ut, I don’t think that'll 
be the case in the end and that’s not just wishful thinking on my part. 

The circumstantial evidence that I've been associated with while trying 
over the years to obtain a proper determination points to a positive conclu- 
sion ° 


I don’t believe I told you that of all the fine Indian artifacts including» 
medals and amulets that Harry McDaniel had in his museum collectiion over 
the years he considered the item in question his finest item. And, he knew 
well the individual he obtained it from. Nor did I tell you that I had 

also obtained the Pierre Chouteau Jr.& Yo. Indian Peace Medal electros from 
him (varifiable) and you know what a fine item that is. 


If you could just assure me that 1. you will continue to give the item your 
unbiased attention as you study them 2, that if determined correct I'll get 
the coin of my choice back or its fair retail market value 3. that in addi- 
tion to stipulation number twosI'll get the bracelet back or fair retail 
value for that 4, that if the coins are determined false by you I'll get 
the two coins and the bracelet back. 


If you feel you can make the above assurances I shall contime to let you 
study the coins for a reasonable period of time so that you can make your 
determination unhampered by a time limit. 


If you'd prefere to retain only one coin and return the bracelet now 

and one coin of my choice while you continue to study the other coin 
that'll be alright. However, I'd want the other coin back, also, if it 
determines to be fal&e later. Wouldn't it be better to just retain 
everything, rather than split things up, and continue thier study while 

in the meantime assuring me that the stipulations put forth in this letter 
will be respected? This makes good common sense to me, also. If you can 
do that we shall have a full mtual understanding while the cards fall as 
they may. 


I look forward to hearing from you. 


Yours truly, 


f CLEAWA _ ; 


\—Walliam C. Blynn 





1929 Ledge Road 
Hinckley, Ohio 
4233 
August 1, 1983 
ERIC P. NEWMAN NUMISMATIC EDUCATION SOCIETY 
6450 Cecil Ave., 
St. Louis, Missouri 


63105 


Dear Mr. Newman, 


We have now reached the three year point since I sent you my NE 
3d coins and TD Indian bracelet. You may have all the time you 

need in which to study them, of course, but I was wondering if 

you can tell me if you have made any progress of an encouraging 
nature towards a determination yet? 


Thank you. 


Yours truly, 


C Cu C. Blynn | | 








1929 Ledge Road 
Hinckley, Ohio 
44233 
Sep't. 29, 1983 
ERIC P. NEWMAN NUMISMATIC EDUCATION SOCIETY 
6450 Cecil Ave, 
St. Louis, Missouri 


63105 


Dear Mr. Newman, 


Two months ago (August 1) I wrote you to remind you that it has been 
now three years since I sent you my NE 3d coins and TD Indian bracelet 
and that although you may have all the time you need to make a deter- 
mination on them I was wondering if you have any encouraging words 
regarding them at this time. Since I haven't heard from you since 
writing that letter I'm wondering if it ever reached you or was brought 
to your attention. 


I look forward to hearing from you. 


Aovurs Era Ly } 


fs | Leon 
{liam C. Blynn 


ERIC P. NEWMAN NUMISMATIC EDUCATION SOCIETY 


6450 Cecil Avenue, St. Louis, Missouri 63105 


October 4, 1983 


Mr. William C. Blynn 
1929 Ledge Road 
Hinckley, Ohio 44233 


Dear Mr. Blynn: 


The many new techniques in forgery detection and the new historical 
findings concerning New England coins has not as yet shed any new light 
on the pieces you sent me for consideration. 


It is a most difficult problem as I have always stated to you and I hope 
that some new approach or new findings will come along so that I can be 
more definite in giving an opinion. 


I have just completed an article which will be in the November Numismatist, 
and I have undertaken several other research projects. 


My kindest regards. oy 


- 


Sincerely, i 
: | 
f y | 

f faa H be 


Eric P. Newman 


~~" 


~ 


jah 


1929 Ledge Road 

Hinckley, Ohio 
44233 
October 7, 1983 

ric P. Newman 

ERIC P. NEWMAN NUMISMATIC EDUCATION SOCIETY 

6450 Vecil Avenue 

St. Louis, Missouri 


63105 


Dear Mr. Newman, 
Thank you cery much for your warm response to my recent letter(s). 


Please feel free to keep the coins and bracelet for study until you 
are able to reach a conclusion that satisfies you. It is indeed 
heartening to hear that with all the new techniques in forgery 
detection and new historical findings concerning coins of this kind 
they still stand up and offer enough possibilities for you to want 
to continue the project. 


Best wishes and good hunting. 


Yours truly, “a 
Paay, ) 


A 


{ a Noe? 
William C. Blynn } 
A 


GAFAT I 


615 ‘Aliee Ste 
Port Clinton,oO. i352 
Sept. 11,198 

Dear S17, 


I want to thank you for your evaluation of my medal. 
However I dont understand why you may want it as an 
exhibit. 


The item was part of a collection and I want to thenk 
you for passing on the other Indian items I had list- 
ed to you. 


I would like to hear your offer on the medal. However 
at this time feel that I shall want if back. I do have 
several other medals of this type. One from Hollow Horn 
Bear,from the MceCreight collection,and several others. 


I would trade the Chouteau medal off for Indian volice 
badges,or a fine North West trade musket,that I could 
place in my collection, 


Best regards, Yours sincere 





1929 Ledge Road 
Hincxley, Ohio 
MWH233 
August 7, 1985 
Eric P,. Newman 
Eric P. Newman Numismatic Education “ociety 
6540 Cecil Avenue, 
St. Louis, Missouri 


63105 


Dear Mr. Newman, 


It has now been approximately five years since I sent the NB 3d 
coins and bracelet to yous May I ask if we are making any real 
progress now towards a final determination of authenticity? If 
you feel it is warrented you may keep them another five years for 
study, but an update at this time would be most appreciated. 


Yours “truly, , 


William C. Blynn i 


1929 Ledge Road 
Hinckley, Ohio 
44253 
January 3, 1986 
Eric P. Newman 
ERIC P. NEWMAN NUMISMATIC EDUCATION SOCIETY 
6540 Cecil Avenue 
St. Louis, Missouri 
63105 


Dear Mr. Newman, 


It has now been almost five and one-half years since + first 

sent you the bracelet and coins, May I ask if we are making 

any further progress towards a final determination of authenticity? 
If you feel it to be warrented you may keep them another five 

and one-half years for study, but an update at this time would 

be most appreciated, 


Yours truly, 


0k 


William C, Biynn 






ERIC P. NEWMAN NUMISMATIC EDUCATION SOCIETY 


6450 Cecil Avenue, St. Louis, Missouri 63105 


January 10, 1986 


Mr. William C. Blynn 
1929 Ledge Road 
Hinckley, Ohio 44233 


Dear Mr. Blynn: 

I have been working on an Indian medal matter currently and I am trying 
to get in touch with Francis Prucha to see if he has an opinion on your 
material. It is a very difficult problem and I have not forgotten your 


interest in having it solved. 


Have a healthy and prosperous '86, and you will hear from me when I get 
further information. 


My kindest regards. 
incerely, 


- 
pe, 
ee 


Eric P. Newman 


jah 


1929 Ledge Road 
Hinckley, Ohio 


44233 \ 

U.S3A. ‘ 

July 23, 1987 i 
Eric P, Newman * 


ERIC P. NEWMAN NUMISMATIC EDUCATION SOCIETY 
6540 Cecil Avenue 

St. Louis, Missouri 

63105 


Dear Mr. Newman, 


With regards to my recent letter of May 27, 1987, did you receive it? 
If so, I'm sure you have an excellent reason for not responding to it 
yet, but I did so want to hear from you regarding my 3d NE Coins and 
TD: marked Indian arm band, 


In that letter I made the point that it's been seven years now since I 
sent the grouping to you for evaluation. In light of that, if you don't 
mind will you please send them back to me if you cannot make a decision 
either way or if the decision is negative? 


I look forward to receiving those items as soon as possible and thank 


you very much for the effort you must have put into attempting to 
authenticate them. 


Yours truly, 





William GC. Blynn 





ERIC P. NEWMAN NUMISMATIC EDUCATION SOCIETY 


6450 Cecil Avenue, St. Louis, Missouri 63105 


August 10, 1987 


Mr. William G. Blynn 
1929 Ledge Road 
Hinckley, Ohio 44233 


Dear Bill: 


I have been out of town and went to the safe deposit box to locate your 
silver items. 


I have been hoping that a metallic research project being worked on at 
Washington University in St. Louis would help solve our mystery. It 

is a deeper non-destructive x-ray flourescence test than previously avail- 
able. Normal tests are less than one micron deep and it is necessary 

to get away from surface corrosion to be accurate. I have been unwilling 
to test the trace elements in the coins by sampling. 


I imagine that you know how difficult this problem is and how much time 
I have put into it. I'll return the piece if that is what you have deter- 
mined. I cannot give a affirmative opinion at this point. 


roe 


»Since 


Eric P. Newman 


rely, 


jah 


1929 Ledge “oad 
Hinckley, Ohio 
44233 
U | ele 
Eric P. Newman ‘ August 14, 1987 
Eric P, Newman Numismatic Education ¥ociety 
6450:Cecil Avenue., 
St. Louis, Missouri 
63105 


Dear Mr. Newman, 
I am in receipt of your letter of Augist 10. 


I surely appreciate your discretion in not wanting to disturb the 
surfaces of such an potentially important and valuable item. By all 
means, please carry the project to, hopefully, a happy conclusion for 

us both. After all this time, I guess a little more devoted to it 

won't matter very much. God willing, it will all be worth all the time 
and effort you've put into it and the patience I've had to muster from 
time to time. Heaven knows that patience is not one of my strong virtues 
and I couldn't have endured the suspense if I didn*t have the overpower- 
ing feeling the item is correct and only needs that fact proven or, at 
least, indicated by extremely overwhelming circumstantial evidence, 


Best wishes. 


Yours truly, 


AN 


—~ William C. Blynn 


1929 Ledge Road 
Hinckley, Ohio 
44233 
July 14, 1989 
Eric P. Newnan . 
ERIC ?. NEWMAN NUMISMATIC EDUCATION SOCIETY 
6450 Cecil Avee, 
St. Louis, Missouri 
63105 


Dear Mr, Newman, 


I thought I would write to inquire into whether you are getting any closer 
to a determination on the NE 34 coins of mine? We have now reached, as I'm 
gure ya realise, the nine year point since they were first put into your 
hands for study. I know a project such as this cannot hold to any set time- 
table, but it is my feeling that if no conclusion can be reached within the 
next year, which will bring it to ten, it is doubtful if anymore time will 
help much except provide continued hope that in the interim some conclusive 
test method will deVelop. 


You mentioned that such a test was being perfected and you have been awaiting 
{ts availability so se could use it to test for gold content in the metal. 
Did that come about? To my way of thinking, if it is not ready yet I*d just ¢ 
ahead and take a sampling from! the hanging ‘hole of one coin and test it rathe 
than hold out for development of the proceedure that's being perfected that 
cali avold a aédpling lese. After #11, if that test is that important, and I'r 
sure it is, we could avoid surely anymore waste oF time if it tests false. 


Time is now agdinst me (or us), and I'd like to Know Lf any faith in the sil: 
has been in vain or not before it is too late... 


What are your thougnts on this matter Mr. Newman? As usual, whatever you thi 


regarding what3to be done to bring them to @ proper determination will be fi 
with me. I just wanted to, I suypre, get an update from you and keep in touc 


Yours truly, 


William C,.Blynn 


PS. You may te interested to know that I still have the Chouteau electro 
we discussed those many years ago. I keep hoping 1°11 be using them for a 
tax credit oné of these days when I really need one. W.0.B. 





Foranewagein ss N 
bronchodilator therapy. 
TWO AND OLDER 


a eeenbar taieso 






Dear Be, Bewadng 1 se wee iii ee 


Because I did not receive a reply to the letter here-_ 
in photocopied, I thought I'd drop another communica- 
tion. “he mail service is just aweful, as I'm sure — 
you know, and I often have mail lost going or comming. 


I hope everything is alright and look forward to hear- 
ing--from-y otter a oer a 


es Tears tris = 





VENIOLIN 


(ALBUTEROL SULFATE/GLAXO) 


i ite Please see complete Prescribing 
S RU 2mg/5m| © 1985, Glaxo Inc. 


Information at the back of this pad. 








ERIC P. NEWMAN NUMISMATIC EDUCATION SOCIETY 


6450 Cecil Avenue, St. Louis, Missouri 63105 


November 7, 1989 


Mr. William C. Blynn 
1929 Ledge Road 
Hinkley, OH 44233 


Dear patient friend: 


I was just in New York at the American Numismatic Society and discussed 
the meaning of trace element determination in coins. The general thinking 


is that it is usually inconclusive unless some forger makes a terrible 
mistake. 


I have a Chonteau medal on exhibit at the museum. It appears to be 


solid lead showing both sides. I am sure mine is not real. Yours is 
probably like the copper electro at the Missouri Historical Society. 


ae 


Sin€erely, 


Eric P. Newman 


EPN:bv 


1929 Ledge Road 
Hinckley, Ohio 
M4233 

January 8, 1990 


Eric P, Newman 

ERIC P. NEWMAN NUMISMATIC EDUCATION SOCIET Y 
6450 Cicil Avenue, 

St. Louis, Missouri 

63105 


Dear Mr. Newman, 


You know, Mr. Newman, I was herein going to request the return of the 
Silver armband and both NE 3d dangles as I thought I'd just run out of 
patience and might as well right-off the project as well as dash my hopes 
and faith in the items. 


But, I just noticed that in your last correspondence of November 7, 1989 
you addressed me as “Dear patient friend!" I must admit that when I again 
noticed that it inspired me to be a little more patient for awhile longer. 
So, I will be. 


Please continue on, Sir, but for heaven's sake, and with all duerespect,try 
your best to Yreach 4 point soon where you can gome to an unpressured opinion 
on the coins, one way or the other. 


Best wishes. 


rs truly, 


ih by: : 
[ CLO 


liam C, Blynn 






1929 Ledge Road 
Hinckley, Ohio 
44233 
Febr. 10, 1990 
Eric P. Newman 
ERIC P. NEWMAN NUMISMATIC EDUCATION SOCIS8TY 
6450 Cecil Ave., 
St. Louis, Missouri 
63105 


Dear Mr. Newman, 


Would you be so kind as to tell me if you have a medal in the SOCIETY'S 
museum collection or not like the one pictured in the enclosed photocopys? 
As you can no doubt see even from the rather poor pictures it is a LOUISIANA 
PURCHASE EXPOSITION 1904 ST. LOUIS U.S. Mint struck gand prize medal 
designed by A.A. Wineman. 


Also, can you please tell me if the Missouri Hist. Soc. or any other MO. 

public or private institution that you know of has one? Would they be considered 
rare and valuable or desireable from the standpoint of U.S. medal or numismatic 
considerations? And, any other interesting information you may have available 

on this medal would be appreciated. 


Thank you. 





illiam C. Blynn 


P.S. I also am wondering about the medal with the U.S. arms, etc. in the photo- 
copy enclosed. I strongly suspect this is a struck piece and done by the U.S. 
Mint. Can find no reference anywhere on this one. Can you help on that also? 
SASE is enclosed for your convenience. Thank you, again. WCB. 


ERIC P. NEWMAN NUMISMATIC EDUCATION SOCIETY 


6450 Cecil Avenue, St. Louis, Missouri 63105 


March 14, 1990 


Mr. William C. Blynn 
1929 Ledge Road 
Hinckley, OH 44233 


Dear Mr. Blynn: 


I enclose a photocopy of page 11 from a pamphlet issued in 1979 by Kurt 
Krueger entitled "Meet Me in St. Louie." This gives the listing of 

the grand prize medal. We have this medal in our collection already. 

I hope this information is helpful. As to the Yugoslavia medal, I have 
no information about it, but will keep my eyes -open. 


I hope I have been helpful. 






Sincerely, 


oe 


Eric P. Newman 


EPN: bv 














17. Same, but 
GOLD MEDAL — PHILIPPINES EXHIBIT 18. GRAND PRIZE 
Shield, Bronze, 71x71mm, Partial shield with straight sides and top. 
PVE Era Une Bronze, 65x74mm. 
75.00 100.00 175.00 F-VF. EF-AU tine 


35.00 85.00 125.00 
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1929 Ledge “oad 
Hinckley, Ohio 
4233 
May 5, 1990 
Eric P, Newman 
ERIC P. NEWMAN NUMISMATIC EDUCATION SOCIETY 
6450 Cecil Ave., 
St. Louis, Missouri 


63105 
Dear Mr. Newman, 


Here we are at the ten year point in the study of my N® 3d cdins and 
Indian arm bracelet. At least, since you've acquired them from me, that is. 
I believe this is a good time, therefore, to take stock of the situation 
and try to come to some conclusions about where to go from here. 


To put it quite simply, my thinking is that unless I can be assured that the 
coins and bracelet have been subjected to testing for 17th century silver 
content, the most basic test in their quest for authentification, and have 
past said test, they should be returned to me (the two coins and bracelet) and 
let the matter just end there. 


I know of several methods currently in use to test the content, such as the 
Spe%ometer in use at EBhe Cleveland Museum of Art that could test the coins 
without damage. But, even if they had to be tested by removing a small amount 
of metal, so what? Whichever method used, at least that critical point would: 
be hurdled ‘and hopefully successfully. 


I suspect you are still not ready to give up on this project and neither am I. 
However, even though, apparently, they have stood up under every test thus far 
they've been subjected to, unless the above examination has been done I'm of the 
mind I should have the three pieces returned to me. What do you think, Mr. Newman? 





1929 Ledge Moad 
Hinckley, Ohio 
4233 

August 7, 1990 


Eric P. Newman 
6450 Cicil Ave. 
St. Louis, MO 
63105 


Dear Mr, Newman, 


Real nice talking with you the other evening. I'm glad you brought 
up your concern over the years about the soldjin use on the hangers 
of the armband, It prompted me to check out the use of solder in 
the silversmithing trade of New England during the 1600s to confirm 
what I new to be trues that solder was in common use at that time. 


Solder has been usetin various forms, particulary in the silver and 
jewelry trades since ancient Rome and Ancient Egypt, etc. Tin combined 
with silver and lead with silver was easily used to solder non-ferrous 
metals together such as gold and silver. +he application of solder would 
have been brought to New England by the transplanted tradespeople who 
took up their trade in New England. “upposedly, the bracelet was made by 
Timothy Dwight, son-in-law of John Hull and his apprentice. John Hull 
was a silversmith, Boston's best, and the first mintmaster of New England. 
So, soldering and brazing, etc. would most naturally be used on the 
hangers of the armband, which is why when I cut the links for you ten 
years ago I left that solder section untouched so that the workmanship 
would be intact if needed. 


I do hope the above puts your mind at ease on that score, so that you can 
continue the project without preconceived prejudices against the coins. 

As we agreed on the telephone, why hold anything against the coins because 
of something neither of us is that expert on - namely, the use of solder 
on a bracelet. 


Sincerely, j 
Y (ee ae 


oa illiam C. Blynn 


ff 





1929 Ledge “oad 
Hinckley, Ohio 


AL 33 
Eric P, Newman UsSeb 
ERIC P. NEWMAN NUMISMATIC EDUCATION SOCIETY “ugust 31, 1990 


6450 Cicil Ave., 
St. Louis, MO 
63105 


Dear Mr. Newman, 


When I was inquiring into the uses of solder on jewelry and utensils 
made of precious metals, I discussed the matter with the Curator of 
American History at the WESTERN RESERVE HISTORICAL SOCIETY in Cleveland, 
one Dean Zimmerman. I mentioned the NE 3d coins and bracelet to him and 
he offered to inquire with a friend of his who is Curator of American 
Fine Arts at the BOSTON MUSEUM OF FINE ARTS, So, I sent Mr. Zimmerman 

a picture of the overall item, it was forwarded and the comments are as 
follows. 


The curator at the Boston Museum is very excited about the item and feels 
the coins are of the Sanderson Mint and the bracelette's hall mark of 
Timothy Dwight compares favorably with the marks on the two examples of 
Silver in their collection, one a salvor the other a platter. Also, the 
engraving compares with Timothy Dwight's style. He seems to favor inten- 
Sive further examination and is surprised you've not authenticated the 
coins, yet. 


In light of the above, which is merely related all around by telephone 
conversation, do you not think you should discuss the matter with Mr, 
Fairbanks? Perhaps he can be willingly of some assistance. After all, the 
item was plowed-up at nearby Ipswitch, Mass. and I'm sure they would have 
much interest in the bracelette. 


P 


iam C. Blynn 


rin ee 
ee. obegi& ) 
~ 





Telephone number of Dean Zimmerman 1-(216)721-5722 


1929 Ledge oad 
Hinckley, OH 
41233 

Sep't. 23, 1990 
(216) 225-4974 


Eric P. Newman 

ERIC P, NEWMAN NUMISMATIC EDUCATION SOCIETY 
6450 Cecil AVe., 

St. Louis, MO 

63105 


Dear Mr. Newman, 


As much as I try to ignor or resist the thought that it still might be 

a long time before you can give your unbiased opinion, especially a 
favorable one, on the NB 3d coins, it persists. Even in light of the new 
information I was able to obtain and forward to you regarding the solder, 
engraving and touchmark which should have put aside some of the reserva- 
tions you had about the item in general, things apparently aren't any 
closer to fruition. 


So, I guess the passing of the ten year point in your study has brought me 
to the conclusion that I should do what prior to now was the unthinkable - 
ask you to return the item before your study is complete. Although the 

new admittedly circumstantial findings have made me even more confident the 
coins will surely be correct, I don't think it will effect yow ability to 
make a decision yet, and, perhaps, rightfully so. Therefore, until the time 
comes when you can write your opinion on the coins, it may be best if I 
have them back so I can enjoy them myself for whatever time I have left and 
have them available should an opportunity surface for sale or exchange. 


I therefore think I will take you up on your recent offerto return the two 
coins and bracelette, but only at your own convenience. The study can 
probably be continued without them, should you desire to do so, but if not, 
please advise me of that point. 


Thank you. 


Sincerely, 
E y p) " Co - 
Ch) bhtoun 


William C. Blynn 





ERIC P. NEWMAN NUMISMATIC EDUCATION SOCIETY 


6450 Cecil Avenue, St. Louis, Missouri 63105 


September 28, 1990 


Mr. William C. Blynn 
1929 Ledge Road 
Hinckley, OH 44233 


Dear Mr. Blynn: 


Thank you for your recent letters. You will very much like this letter 
of mine. 


I spoke to Jonathan Fairbanks of the Boston Fine Arts Museum and he 
said that they were willing to examine and give an opinion on the arm 
band and the two 3d pieces without charge and that they would make a 
surface metallic analysis of the pieces. My friend, Cornelius Vermuele, 
of that museum, saw your pictures of the coins and gave his thoughts 
to Fairbanks. Whether he knew I was the one who is reluctant to give 
an opinion as to the coins, I do not know. He could not have given 
any opinion because he has not even seen the pieces. 


What Fairbanks wants is all prior history of the group: from whom you 


bought them, when, and all details as to their prior history (Ipswich?), 
etc. Please send this to me. 


Please let me know if I may send the items to Boston for the above purpose 
and what to insure them for. I do not feel I should give them any of 
my findings before they examine the pieces. Then £: can’ disceuass ‘the 


matter with them as they do not give usually give coin opinions except 
where metallic analysis is wrong. 


I still am hopeful I can give an opinion which I am sure of. I don't 
give opinions when the facts leave reasonable doubts. It is too easy 
to give an opinion based upon other than facts. 


~ 


I look forward to hearing from you. 


Sincerely, 


C4 oer cable 


EPN:bv 


1929 Ledge Road 
Hinckley, Ohio 
4233 
Wis ele 
Eric P. Newman October 3, 1990 
ERIC P. NEWMAN NUMISMATIC EDUCATION SOCIETY 
6450 Cecil Avenue, 
St. Louis, Missouri 


63105 


Dear Mr. Newman, 
Thank you for your letter of September 28 and the follow-up telephone call. 


Regarding both and in compliance with your requests, enclosed please find 

copies of the letters between W.E. (Doc.) Martt and myself (obtained the 

item from the farmer in Ipswitch), Harry B. McDaniel (he mt the item from 
Martt and I obtained it from him) and some miscellaeous information on 

Timothy Dwight, John Hull, etc. which I'm sure your are already familier 

with. Personally, I have never felt there was ayy'skull-duggery" or colhusion 
indicated what-so-ever in the letters of Martt and McDaniel. McDaniel is 

still around and always considered this his most important acquistion he ever 
obtained for his personal collection and museum. He can be called, if neccessary. 


As I related on the telephone to yous you may send the items to Boston for 
analysis and opinions and insure them for whatever you deem proper. 


From what I know, which admittedly is not much, about the preciousmetals, a 
so-called "negative" finding would not neccesarily be conclusive. But, it would 
probably be enough to cause everyone to loose interest. 


I'm sorry for the trouble I'm putting everyone to. I could live with the opinion 
of a scholar such as yourself indicating the piece to be false, but it would be 
much more difficult to know I look like a fool to so many people. I have in my 
collections some world-class items and it wouldn't do my reputation any good to 
have been fodled on this one. Butg my faith in the item is strong, so I just 
have to chance it. 


If you need anything else, please let me know Mr. Newman. 


Sincerely, 
r : 
i: 


illiam C. Blynn 





ERIC P. NEWMAN NUMISMATIC EDUCATION SOCIETY 


6450 Cecil Avenuc, St. Louis, Missouri 63105 


October 17, 1990 


Mr. Jonathan Fairbanks 
Museum of Fine Arts 
465 Huntington Avenue 
Boston, MA 02115 


Dear Mr. Fairbanks: 


In accordance with our telephone conversation and written permission 
from William C. Blynn (the owner), I enclose herewith a partially 
decorated silver armband with the initials TD on it and two holed silver 
coins appearing to be New England threepences. You stated that you 
will have a non-destructive metal analysis made and may also render 
an opinion as to the genuineness of at least the armband. Your tests 
and opinions we understand are being made as a voluntary service. 


You asked for any provenance which we could find and I am sending you 
what we have obtained from the owner. 


These items were submitted to us on three prior occasions and the coins 
were attached to the band by the links in the beginning. We also send 
a photocopy of what they looked like when attached. 


We have long ago given our opinion on the coins, but have never given 
an opinion on the armband. 


So that you may not be influenced by our prior findings or opinion, 
we are withholding those matters so that you may reach any of your 
conclusions independently. If, however, you wish to have our findings 
and opinion in advance, we will send them to you. 


We would like very much to be informed as to what any metallic analysis 
may show and what your opinion may be. 


We will be glad to furnish you with any prior general references to 
coin matters, if that would be helpful. If you care to show the armband 
to Edward Firestone of Boston, you certainly may do so. Please feel 
free to write us or telephone us as to any additional information we 
are in a position to furnish. 


We hope you find the project of interest and after you have finished 
with the items, please return them to us or if we request, directly 


to the owner. 


Thanks very much for your generosity in helping to solve the problem. 
Please give Cornelius Vermeule my kindest regards. 


Sincerely, 


Eric P. Newman 


EPN: bv 
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Mr. Jonathan Fairbanks 
Museum of Fine Arts 
465 Huntington Avenue 
Boston, MA 02115 
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were attached to the band by the links in the beginning. We also send 
a photocopy of what they looked like when attached. 


We have long ago given our opinion on the coins, but have never given 
an opinion on the armband. 


So that you may not be influenced by our prior findings or opinion, 
we are withholding those matters so that you may reach any of your 
conclusions independently. If, however, you wish to have our findings 
and opinion in advance, we will send them to you. 


We would like very much to be informed as to what any metallic analysis 
may show and what your opinion may be. 


We will be glad to furnish you with any prior general references to 
coin matters, if that would be helpful. If you care to show the armband 
to Edward Firestone of Boston, you certainly may do so. Please feel 
free to write us or telephone us as to any additional information we 
are in a position to furnish. 


We hope you find the project of interest and after you have finished 
with the items, please return them to us or if we request, directly 


to the owner. 


Thanks very much for your generosity in helping to solve the problem. 
Please give Cornelius Vermeule my kindest regards. 


Sincerely, 


Eric P. Newman 
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Numismatic Education Society 
6450 Cecil Avenue 
St. Louis, Missouri 63105 


Dear Mr. Newman, 


Enclosed please find the written results from the surface examination of William 
Blynn’s silver armband and accompanying coins. As you can see from the researcher’s 
analysis, there is some question regarding the objects’ authenticity. It is possible that 
the interior composition of the armband would indicate a different silver composition. 
If you think it would be necessary to further substantiate the analysis with an 
examination of the interior silver content, samples of silver would need to be removed 
from the armband. A xeroxed diagram of the armband indicates the areas where silver 
would be sampled from. Written permission to perform this analysis is needed from 
the owner, Mr. Blynn. Please let us know what next steps you would have us take. 


I look forward to hearing from you. 


Sincerely yours, 


Povriatinanr—— 


Jonathan L. Fairbanks 
Katharine Lane Weems Curator of 
American Decorative Arts and Sculpture 


EXAMINATION REPORT 


Museum Number: TL 
Subject: Armband and Two Coins. 
Attributed to Timothy Dwight. 


The armband and two coins were examined for authenticity using a 
low-power stereobinocular microscope and energy dispersive x-ray 
fluorescence spectroscopy (XRF). For comparative studies, we 
examined a T. Dwight salver and several American coins from the 17th 
century. 


The armband appears rather tarnished and worn. All the details on 
the coins, save for the "NE", "III" and "II" markings, have been 
worn off. Similarly, the only remaining details on the armband are 
remnants of floral patterns and the stamp "TB." 


The alloy compositions of the two coins and armband were determined 
by energy dispersive x-ray fluorescence. This technique detects 
elements heavier than calcium on the surface of objects, penetrating 
less than a hundredth of a millimeter. Several smooth spots on the 
three objects were selected for analyses. Since we do not have 
museum number for the two coins, they are identified as below. 


Object Identification 
NESEE Coin with "NE" on one side and "II" on the other 
NE.III Coin with “NE” on.one side and "IIE" on ‘the other 


As evident by the composition table below, the armband and two coins 
are relatively high purity silver which is unusual for this period. 
The copper contents of the three objects are less less 0.1% (with 
the exception of a slightly higher level at one point on one of the 
coins). The gold level of the armband was barely above the 
detection limit of our system. Zinc was found in solder area of the 
armband's loops. Gold was not detected in the two coins. Lead was 
below the detection limit in all three pieces. 


Weight Percentage 





Object.Site Ag Cu Au Pb 
Armband. 1 99.9 Cyk - - 
Armband.2 99.9 ~ 0.08 - 
Armband. 3 99.9 - 0.1 - 
NE.II.II Side 100.0 - = = 
NE.II.II Side 99.9 0.09 = % 
NE.II.NE Side 100.0 - - ~ 


Detection Limit n/a 0.07 0.07 0.04 
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In a study! of silver tankards of the 18th century, trace levels 

of gold and lead were found to be 0.03-0.28% and 0.10-0.37%, 
respectively (see attached). Copper levels ranged from 3.8 to 
12.7%. The copper, gold, and lead levels cited on the attached are 
higher than the three objects examined. 


Since XRF is a surface technique, we have to take into consideration 
the possibility that the exterior surface may not reflect the 
interior composition. 


It is known that early American silversmiths dipped objects in 
acidic medium to remove oxide and copper to obtain a silver rich 
surface. Ina study! of Paul Revere tankards, Hanson found that 
the areas not freauently polished had a slightly lower copper 
content, reflecting the post-dip silver-enriched surface. Areas 
frequently polished had higher copper content, reflecting the 
interior alloy. However, this phenomenon does not pertain to the 
armband and two coins whose surfaces are worn to the extent that 
only key details remain. The present surface most likely reflects 
the interior alloy. 


Corrosion will also lead to silver enriching, by leaching out copper 
from the surface. This too is ruled out since the objects have not 
undergone extensive corrosion. 


Confirmation that its interior composition is not substantially 
different than that of the surface would require analysis of a 
sample. Although the coins cannot be sampled, a small fraction of a 
millimeter sample can be taken from one of the loops of the armband. 


- 
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For further comparative study of worn or polished surfaces, several 
17th century pieces from the MFA collection were analyzed. A salver 
made by Timothy Dwight and several 17th century coins were 

examined. As shown in the table below, trace levels of lead were 
found in all of the objects, and in a few cases gold. Furthermore, 
the copper content ranges from 4.5 to 10.2%. 


In conclusion, currently available information about 17th c. 
American silver indicates that the armband and coins are quite 
anamolous in composition, which casts doubt on their authenticity. 


Weight Percentage 


Object.Site Ag Cu Au Pb 


Salver.1 92.46 Tel 0.1 0.2 
Salver.2 3.2 6.5 0.1 0.2 
Salver.3 93.6 6.1 0.08 0.2 
92.1534 oot 4.5 = 0.4 
17.300 95.1 4.6 = 0.3 
01.4958 89.5 10.2 0.3 
No #.Pine Shilling 92.4 ey 0.1 0.2 


11 December 1990 


Dana te Th 


Research Science Intern 


0453s 


lvictor F. Hanson, "Quantitative Elemental Analysis of Art 
Objects by Bnergy-tispareite X-ray Fluorescence Spectroscopy," 
Applied Spectroscopy, Vol. 27, No.5, 1973, pp. 309-344. 


TABLE VII. Analysis results: Six Paul Revere tankards, Massachusetts, 1768. 


Analysis of eight parts from each of six tankards made by Paul Revere in the period 1768-1771, shown in Fig. 4. The difference 
in the copper content of the “bottom of body” and the “side of body,” which are both the same piece of metal, is due to an acid 
dip made by the silversmith to remove oxides and copper at the surface just prior to the final polishing. The silver-rich surface has 
been removed from the side of the body by repeated polishings whereas the infrequent polishing of the bottom left it in its silver- 
rich condition, Abrasive-containing silver polishes cut through this layer in a few minutes. While we have only tabulated values 
of Ag, Cu, Au, and Pb in this table, we actually recorded a total of 14 elements. It was interesting to note that several parts of the 
various tankards have essentially the same composition, indicating that they were probably made from the same melt. Furthermore, 
one might conclude that he mixed his alloys in small batches, judging by the many differences in analysis. The variability of com- 


position of the parts on the same piece is typical of American-made pieces. 














= 






































5 Bottom of body Side of body Base rim Lid 
Accession a we Z i 
Rarer Ag Cu Au Pb Ag Cu Au Pb Ag Cu Au Pb Ag Cu Au Pb 
57.859. 1 93.8 5. 0.19 0,26 4.0 5.5 0.15 522% O4.5 47 0.09 0.20 94.6 4.5 0.13 0.28 
we 3.6 5.4 0.04 0,26 92.9 6.0 0.04 0.31 92.9 nar O15 0.26 90.7 8.5 0.15 0.31 
3 03.3 6.0 0.18 0.33 86.5 12.7 (). 12 0.30 93.3 6.2 0.16 0.21 93.4 6.1 0.14 0.22 
a 93.9 5.4 0.08 0.20 92.9 6.6 0.09 Onl 93.1 6.3 0.17 0.23 94.3 3.8 0.16 0.20 
5 93.4 6.0 0.13 0,22 Ol 8.0 O17 0.24 92.8 (hat) ce 4 0.18 91.0 5.4 0.16 0,23° 
6 93.1 | O.14 O32 88.7 10.5 0.10 0.37 93.3 5.5 0.13 0.22" 93.8 5.6 0.17 0.27% 
Handle face Handle side Finial linge 
Ag Cu Au Pb Ag Cu Au Pb Ag Cu Au Pb Ag Cu Au Pb 
57.859.1 93.4 6.1 0.15 0.20 90.0 9.2 0.13 0.27 94.2 5.2 0.16 0.29 92.7 6.8 0.03" 0.14 
2 94.3 Lys 0.16 0.29 93.8 5.7 0.17 0.20° 92.1 6.5 0.32 0.35 85.4 12.0 0.11 0.27 
3 91.2 7.4 0.13 0.21 90.5 8.5 0.18 0.28 94.5 4.9 0.13 0.10 91.4 8.1 0.07 0.14 
3 94.1 5.4 0.19 0.19" 91.0 8.1 0.20 0.16 93.8 LPC 0.19 0.24% 90.1 8.7 0.05 0.17 
5 93.1 6.4 0.18 0.17 93.5 5.7 0.21 0.248 93.9 5.7 0.15 0.11 90.2 9,2 0.15 0.19 
6 4.4 5.2 0.16 0.21 89.2 9.5 0.09 0.22 91.3 7.0 0.28 0.35 92.5 6.8 0.08 0.30 





® Certified values. The seven parts designated postscript ‘1’? ure of the same composition, indicating that they were probably all cast from the same melt. 


Other parts can also be grouped together based on homologous compositions. 


which were taken from intermediate sections of the 
original castings. The '°Cd source provides high signal- 
to-noise or baseline ratio to the clements below 12 kV 
and hence closer agreement than from the *4!Am source. 

Since silver appears as an impurity in old brass and 
bronze, it is important to be able to detect it in the 
0.05 % to the 0.5% level to detect forgeries. We there- 
fore employ the !Cd source for the elements listed up 
to 15 kV and the Am source from 15 to 45 kV. The 
241A m source is free from the silver artifact. 

We also adjust the multiplier factor of column B to 
“fit”? our reference standards, thereby increasing the 
accuracy considerably as judged by a closer fit to many 
objects which have been analyzed by other methods. 

We have recently prepared a computer program 
which provides a bettcr baseline correction for small 
samples (5 to 25 mg) so that there is a very close agree- 
ment with the analysis of the parent block from which 
the filings were obtained. Details of this work will be 
reported after these preliminary results are confirmed. 


C. Computer Read-Out 


In mid-1971 we obtained « Hewlett-Packard 2114B 
computer with our HP 7620A chromatograph with the 
intent of adapting this computer to our x-ray fluores- 
cence equipment. While Hewlett-Packard said that it 
was impossible at that time to operate this computer on 
line without going through an intermediate tape punch- 
ing and reading operation, P. H. Gaither of our Scien- 
tific Advisory Committee not only took the necessary 
few steps to operate it on line but also to develop pro- 
grams to make the computations and to provide direct 
read-outs of weight percent of 15 clements in the silver, 


brass, and pewter programs, and 35 elements in our 
glass program. There is really no limit to the number of 
elements which can be determined in any one analysis. 
There is, however, a practical limit mostly because of 
the clerical requirements if too many clements are in- 
cluded in the analysis, 

The computer read-out has enabled us to analyze 15 
elements and characterize over 2000 silver objects of 
American origin and about 100 of British origin during 
the past year. We can now distinguish the origin and 
authenticity of most pieces with a high level of confi- 
dence on the basis of silver, copper, and minor clement 
content. Table VII shows typical results from six tank- 
ards made by Paul Revere in 1768 (lig. 4). Only 4 ele- 
ments are listed in this table although 15 were deter- 
mined. We also analyzed in one afternoon a group of 24 
15th century Italian bronze objects in a joint study with 
the National Gallery of Art and the Louvre and showed 
that 3 of these objects had 15 elements present in identi- 
cul concentration and, even though they had been 
separated for over 100 years, they were indeed poured 
from the same batch of metal. Furthermore, 1 piece was 
a medallion of a 15th century pope and was signed by 
the sculptor. Details of this work, which would be the 
envy of Ripley’s ‘Believe It or Not’’ creation, will be 
published soon. 


D. Operational Procedures for Computer Read-Out for 
Metal Objects Employing “Reference Standards” 


1. Choose the clement which is to provide the baseline 
correction. This is generally the principal element or one 
whose secondary peak overlaps an important clement 
peak. 
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ERIC P. NEWMAN NUMISMATIC EDUCATION SOCIETY 


6450 Cecil Avenue, St. Louis, Missouri 63105 
Janmary «235, °1991 


Mr. Jonathan Fairbanks 
Museum of Fine Arts 
465 Huntington Ave. 
Boston, MA 02115 


Dear Mr. Fairbanks: 


Thank you for your interesting report on the silver armband and two 
New England 3d. I will want to talk this matter over with you but first 
wanted to give you a few comments. 


I note the lack of significant amounts of impurities on the surface 

of all three items. If these pieces are virtually pure silver throughout, 
an accurate specific gravity ought to determine this. Did you do a 
specific gravity test? Pure silver would not be normal in coins of 

the 17th century, but sterling (.925) or a slightly lesser fineness 

if made of Spanish-American coin (.910) would. 


As to other non-destructive tests, I enclose a write-up of other methods 
included in an opinion by a friend relating to copper coins. 


Do you know when zinc was first used for soldering or when solder was 
first used on silver? This could be important, as the links holding 


the coins were solidly closed when I first saw the armband. 


I prefer not contacing Mr. Blynn for permission to sample until we talk 
further about this. 


Let me hear from you as to the above. Thank you for your cooperation. 






incerely, 
2 Te 24 As 
Eric P. Newman 


EPN: bv 


in every position. On the Roper coin denticles can be seen on the obverse under 
SCIEN, while the 1981 ANA specimen does not show denticles at that position. On 
the 1981 ANA coin denticles can be seen over ERTY, while the Roper specimen shows 
none in that position.The observation that in at least two places the border 
denticles of both are not identical strongly indicates that the 1981 ANA coin 
did not serve as the "prototype" for the Roper Birch cent. It suggests nothing 
about the authenticity of either, however, for both may have been made from 
different molds taken from different originals, since lost. To examine the 
authenticity of the Roper Birch cent, non-destructive analytical tests were 
employed, since the original reason for condemning it has been shown to be weak. 


X-Ray Fluorescence and Specific Gravity 


It is unnecessary to describe the techniques utilized in these two procedures, 
since they are widely understood. Their usefulness is limited solely to the 
evidence they provide for the elemental composition of the test subject. This 
evidence can be supplemented, however, by comparing the analytical results with 
those obtained from tests of known, genuine coins. In addition, attention to 
trace elements in the chemical composition of the test subject can be suggestive, 
especially in the case of unfamiliar or unexpected traces detected, which can 
indicate a melt not contemporaneous with the purported date of the coin tested. 


The specific gravity of the Roper coin is 8.85; the theoretical specific gravity 
measurement for pure copper is 8.89. The Roper coin’s specific gravity 
measurement shows that it is composed of nearly pure copper, and so is not an 
electrotype copy. 


X-ray fluorescence test results yielded uncleaned surface readings of 98-99% pure 
copper, with minor traces of iron and lead. Any other trace elements were below 
detection limits (+/- 0.001%). These results are in accord with those published 
for Norweb: 3394 and several Confederation era copper coins tested simultaneously. 
No unexpected trace elements were detected. However, the melts made up for 
several counterfeit copper coins yielded results similar to those read from the 
Norweb and Roper Birch cents, as well as other, genuine, copper coins, and it 
must be stressed that even in the absence of unusual trace elements, x-ray 
fluorescence test results from copper coins do not suggest anything about the 
authenticity of such coins (any purported 18th century silver coin that does not 
betray traces of gold when so tested is automatically counterfeit, however). 


X-Ray Diffraction 


Since this analytical technique is unfamiliar to many collectors, a short 
discussion of it, and its application to coins, may be in order. X-ray 
diffraction analysis by the Laue back-scatter technique is an extremely useful 
test to determine the grain size and structure of an object in a non-destructive 
fashion. In this technique (there are several other methods of x-ray 
diffraction), the subject coin is positioned in front of a cartridge containing 
a frame of unexposed Polaroid photographic film. A generator then directs a 
stream of x-rays into the middle of the coin, most of which pass directly through 
it, overexposing the film behind. Some of the x-rays, however, strike the 
microscopic grains of the metallic elements that make up the coin and are 
deflected at angles whose measurements can identify the element struck. If the 
internal structure of the coin is made up of large, irregularly shaped grains, 
these deflect more x-rays than would small grains arranged in regular lattices. 
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The deflected x-rays also strike the surface of the photographic film, exposing 
it in patterns typical of the internal grain structure of the object. Large grain 
structures create discrete, lumpy overexposed patterns; small grain structures, 
on the other hand, create even, smooth patterns on the film. 


The test has two results. Firstly, the ring patterns formed by the deflected x- 
rays identify the major elements composing the coin, and thus can not only 
confirm results of surface elemental analysis, but also indicate exactly the 
internal composition of the coin. Secondly, the amount of overexposure and the 
patterns formed on the film’s surface by the deflected x-rays are a function of 
the size and arrangement of the metallic grains that make up the coin. Coins 
whose internal copper structures are composed of fine, regularly arranged grains 
show Laue photographs characterized by two continuous concentric circles of 
overexposure. Coins whose internal copper composition is made up of large and 
irregularly sized grains show two discontinuous concentric rings. Two concentric 
rings, of course, are the signature of pure or nearly so copper content. 


Struck copper coins and electrotype copies always show two continuous rings 
around the central point on a Laue photograph. The pressure, and heat generated, 
of striking realign the internal copper lattices of a planchet into orderly 
patterns composed of fine grains. The electrotyping process creates a similar 
effect, since deposition of metal at the electrode is by atomic migration. Cast 
coins always show discontinuous rings in Laue photographs, composed of a mixture 
of large and small grains, since in casting the metal cools at preferential and 
discontinuous rates, disallowing the formation of even and uniform fine grained 
structures. 


The photographic results of the Laue x-ray diffraction test on the Roper Birch 
cent show two continuous concentric rings around the central position, typical 
of struck coins and electrotypes, entirely atypical of casts. The Laue photograph 
of the Roper Birch cent is identical to that published for Norweb:3394, and to 
the unpublished photographs of other late 18th century American copper coins 
referred to in the CNL article mentioned earlier. 

The report on the Roper Birch cent written by the Harvard analyst notes "...faint 
evidence of separation suggesting some form of distortion in the structure. 
Earlier observations of a similar structure on a 1792 Birch cent [Norweb: 3394] 
suggested that such Laue structures may indicate a rolled surface done prior to 
striking.” The fact that the Birch cents were struck on planchets cut from rolled 
strip, entirely unknown to the Harvard analyst who is not familiar with coins, 
underscores the importance of the Laue technique for numismatic research. 


Polarizing Microscopy 


The results of the x-ray diffraction test were confirmed by examination of the 
Roper Birch cent under polarized light microscopy. Different areas of the 
surfaces of a cast coin cool at different rates, due to the surface elemental 
composition, grains size and structures, or localized contact with the cooler 
surfaces of the casting mold. Invisible under normal light, under polarized 
light, microscopic surface features called dendritic structures can be seen on 
cast coins, where preferential cooling has occurred during casting. These 
features resemble the branches of a tree or the veins of a leaf, hence their 
name. The Harvard analyst detected no dendritic structures on the Roper Birch 
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cent. 


The presence of microscopic areas of cuprite was seen on areas of the surfaces 
of the coin. Cuprite (cuprous oxide, Cu0,) is a naturally occurring deep red 
colored superficial corrosion product found on copper and high copper bronze and 
brass objects, coins included. Its formation, even in small amounts on a copper 
coin, requires considerable time and cuprite is not easily applied by any rapid, 
artificial process (see The Restoration of Ancient Bronzes and Other Alloys, The 
Metropolitan Museum of Art, 1925). It has even been suggested that at least 75 
years are required for the formation of cuprite to occur naturally on a copper 
or high copper bronze/brass object. 


Conclusions 


Although the Roper Birch cent has the superficial, naked eye appearance of being 
a cast copy, none of the other examples studied to date could possibly have 
served as its "prototype" without re-engraving some details and deliberately 
weakening others, which does not appear to have been the case. The specific 
gravity and x-ray fluorescence tests, supplemented by the secondary results of 
the x-ray diffraction test, show that it is not an electrotype. Its elemental 
composition is nearly pure copper. Results of the x-ray diffraction test show 
that its internal granular structure is composed of fine grains, entirely unlike 
the results seen on cast coins. Polarizing light microscopy shows no surface 
dendritic structures typically found on cast coins. Areas of cuprite on its 
surfaces cannot easily be duplicated by a counterfeiter and Suggest an age in 
excess of 75 years. 


There will probably always be controversy attached to the Roper Birch cent, 
because it looks suspiciously like a cast, has a poor, short ring when struck, 
and is low in weight. All the scientific tests available to the numismatic 
authenticator, however, indicate that it is a genuine, struck example of a 1792 
Birch cent, Two Stars on Edge variety. This is a case of a conflict between the 
numismatist’s "gut feeling" about a coin and the results of impartial tests and 
comparisons. X-ray diffraction analysis and polarizing microscopy examination 
are fairly unfamiliar techniques applied to numismatic study. Too few coins have 
been so studied, and there is no universal acceptance of the results yielded by 
these procedures as yet. Both have proven themselves capable of detecting cast 
coins in the past, confirming "gut feelings" about other coins. However, these 
tests are not easily obtained, require long "turn around" times for completion, 
and have been applied too infrequently for general awareness. In the case of the 
Roper Birch cent, the results contradict the conventional wisdom about this coin. 
It should be remembered that, while it is very easy to condemn a coin as fake, 
it can be extremely difficult to prove a coin is real. 
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A Maligned Birch Cent? 


Michael Hodder 


At the lot exhibition preceding Stack’s sale of the John L. Roper, 2nd collection 
the authenticity of lot 426, a 1792 Birch cent, Two Stars on Edge variety, was 
questioned. The coin had been sold to Roper by Richard Picker for considerably 
below the then fair market value. Its earlier pedigree was untraced. The Roper 
Birch cent appeared very porous, the design details were soft and in places 
indistinct, and the coin’s ring was sharp, short, and faded quickly. Its weight 
also appeared to be very low. Comparison of the Roper piece with plates of lot 
2730 from the 1981 ANA Convention sale seemed to suggest that both were 
identically soft in the same places, had identical off-centering characteristics, 
and had an identical edge "bulge" at 2:00 on the reverse. Since no two early 
struck copper coins could possibly share as many identical, accidental 
characteristics as appeared on these two specimens; and as the 1981 ANA specimen 
had been withdrawn as a cast counterfeit; Stack’s withdrew the Roper piece from 
the sale. The consensus of opinion later was that the 1981 ANA specimen had 
served as the cast "prototype" for the Roper coin, and that both had been made 
years earlier in the Far East to deceive collectors. 


The history of the Roper Birch cent after December, 1983 is not entirely 
documented. Around June of the following year it was sent to ANACS for study. 
ANACS sent it to Eric P. Newman. On July 16, 1984 Newman wrote an opinion stating 
that he believed the coin to be authentic, although of low weight, and 
subsequently ANACS authenticated the Roper Birch cent under their number F-6055- 
F. Five months later, the coin appeared as lot 611 in Dana Linnett’s sale of 
December. Its history for the next six years is obscure. In June, 1990 it was 
sent to me by its present owner, with a request for non-destructive analysis and 
further study. I had previously studied the Norweb Birch cent, lot 3394, under 
Similar circumstances, and had published the results of that study in The 
Colonial Newsletter ("The Usefulness of X-Ray Diffraction in Numismatic 
Analysis", v.29, n.1 [April, 1989], seq. pp. 1075-1079). The owner of the Roper 
Birch cent requested that I submit the coin to Harvard University’s Center for 
Conservation and Technical Analysis for similar testing. All testing and analysis 
was carried out during June-August, 1990. This note is the first publication of 
those results. 


The gross physical parameters of the Roper Birch cent may be described as 
follows: 


Weight: 200.2 grains 
Horizontal Diameter: 32.5 mn. 
Vertical Diameter: 32.5 mm. 
Reverse Die Orientation: 340° 
Specific Gravity: 8.85 


The following analytical techniques were employed: 


Comparative Gross Physical Examination 
Specific Gravity Determination 
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X-Ray Fluorescence Elemental Analysis 
X-Ray Diffraction Analysis 
Polarized Microscopy Examination 


Gross Physical Examination 


The first step in examining the gross physical characteristics of the Roper 
Birch cent was comparison of its physical parameters to those of known genuine 
examples. The weight of the Roper specimen is definitely lower than expected for 
the variety. Unfortunately, few weights of other examples have been published, 
and it is not possible to determine an accurate mean weight for the surviving 
population. Among Two Stars on Edge specimens, Garrett:2349 weighed 220.5 and 
Norweb: 3394 weighed 216.8 grains; one owned by a private collector weighed 201.0 
grains. The average weight of these three is 212.8 grains. The weight of the 
Roper piece is 10 grains lower than this average, but essentially identical to 
that of the third in the above list. If we add the weight of the Roper coin to 
the other three and take a new average, the result, 209.6 grains, is remarkably 
close to the weight standard called for in the Mint Act of January 14, 1793, 
which was 208 grains. The weights of both surviving Single Star on Edge specimens 
are known. Lauder:235 weighed 240.6 and Norweb:3395 weighed 262.3 grains. The 
weight of the Norweb piece was nearly identical to the standard called for in 
the Mint Act of April 2, 1792, 264.0 grains; the Lauder coin appears to be 
considerably under that standard. The weight of only one plain edge example seems 
to have been recorded, Park:201. At 226 grains, it is heavier than some of the 
Two Stars variety, lighter than both of the known Single Star coins, and it is 
tempting to see in it an "intermediate" standard between the two. Finally, the 
1981 ANA coin, withdrawn as a cast counterfeit, weighed 193 grains, the lightest 
recorded. 


Even less diameter and die orientation data has been published for Birch cents. 
What little has been suggests that the Roper parameters are in line with those 
recorded on genuine specimens. Norweb: 3394 was 32.5 mm in diameter and was struck 
"Coin turn" at 180°; Norweb:3395 was 33.5 mm and was also struck at a perfect 
"Goin turn". The diameter of the Roper specimen falls into line with the two 
Norweb coins; its "medal turn" reverse die orientation of 340° does not. However, 
Lauder:235 was also struck "medal turn", at 360°. Assuming the two Norweb coins 
and the Lauder piece to be genuine, there appears to have been no single 
preferred reverse orientation when the Birch cents were struck. 


The next step in the study of the Roper Birch cent was to compare its gross 
physical appearance to that of other known examples. If the Roper coin had been 
cast from molds taken from another specimen, it should show exact correspondence 
with the gross physical characteristics of its "prototype", such as: identical 
off-centering, identically located softness of design and "strike", identically 
strong/weak denticulation, and so on. If such exact correspondence could not be 
found, then it must be assumed either that the "prototype" was not included in 
the population of other specimens located and studied; or, that its condemnation 
in 1983 is unsupported by the reasons then given for it. It should be remembered 
that the Roper Birch cent was condemned during lot viewing, under less than ideal 
circumstances for close, unhurried study. 


Auction catalogue and glossy black and white plates of the following possible 
"prototypes" for the Roper coin were compared to it: Norweb: 3394, Garrett:2349, 
Bowers and Ruddy/Helwig:1539, 1955ANA:1421, Harmer Rooke/Million Dollar Sale I: 
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3739, Jenks:5571 (later, to Kreisberg-Schulman 1959:1166), and 1918ANA:2730. The 
Harmer Rooke coin may have been the same as the 1955ANA specimen, which was said 
to have been ex Parmelee, Brand. Two other sale references are known: Elder 
(9/37):1413 and Stack’s FPL (5/49); neither of these were available to me for 
this study. I have assumed that both represent earlier appearances in the 
pedigree chains of one or two of the above enumerated specimens. 


The Roper coin’s gross physical characteristics may be described as follows. The 
surfaces are dark brown, the high points a lighter golden brown. The piece has 
a rough, microscopically granular, "soft" appearance which resembles that typical 
of copper casts made before the introduction of centrifugal casting techniques. 
A first impression of the Roper coin must necessarily be negative on the strength 
of its physical appearance. The obverse is perfectly centered, with a border of 
denticles that is visible from 12-2:00, 4-7:00, and 8-12:00. All the letters of 
the legend are fully legible, as are the date numerals. The central device is 
complete, but Liberty’s curls over her shoulders and throat are very soft. The 
reverse was struck slightly off center, by less than 3%. Border denticles are 
strong from 8:30-5:00, not visible elsewhere, partly due to the off-centering. 
The peripheral legend is fully legible. The central denomination is soft, N of 
ONE being completely missing, but other letters are legible. The denomination 
fraction is complete. No trace of the inner circle remains visible. The edge 
lettering is "blundered", and reads TO BE ESTEEMED * BE [U]SEFUL *, U being 
missing. 


Visual comparison of the Roper coin and the possible "prototypes" for Rees ie 
were a cast taken from molds, shows conclusively that none of the above 
enumerated specimens could have served such a purpose. 


Norweb:3394 has a very strong N in ONE and strong denticles above RICA. 
Garrett:2349 also has a strong N in ONE, shows the reverse inner circle and the 
berries in the wreath leaves, and has strong denticles under the fraction. 
Helwig:1539 was struck off center on the obverse, the tops of IENCE off flan. 
Jenks:5571 has a very strong N in ONE, denticles under the fraction, strong 
denticles over ERTY PARENT, and a full reverse inner circle. The 1955 ANA 
specimen also has a fully struck N in ONE and full denticles under the fraction, 
as well as over BERTY PAREN. The Harmer Rooke/Million Dollar Sale coin shares 
nearly identical characteristics with the 1955 ANA specimen, and may have been 
the same coin. 


As noted earlier, the "prototype" most commonly suggested for the Roper Birch 
cent has been 1981ANA:2730, and their gross physical characteristics are 
extremely similar. On the 1981 ANA coin NE of ONE are very soft, flawed, as are 
EN of CENT. The denticles on the reverses of both begin to be visible over the 
N of UNITED and fade over IC of AMERICA. The denticles are strong in other places 
on both. Both have a similar edge bulge at 2:00 on the reverse. The reverse die 
orientation of the Roper coin is 340°, or rotated counterclockwise 20°. The 
cataloguer of the 1981 ANA specimen visually estimated the reverse orientation 
of that example to be 350°, a close correspondence to the Roper coin’s 
orientation. 


While the gross physical characteristics of the Roper coin and the 1981 ANA 
specimen are identical in many places, for the former to have been a cast made 
from molds taken from the latter (or, from some unidentified original that served 
as the prototype for both) the physical characteristics of both must be identical 
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Museum 


of 


Fine Arts 
Boston 


465 Huntington Avenue 
‘Boston 

Massachusetts 

02115 


(617) 267-9300 


June 11, 1991 


Mr. Eric P. Newman 

Eric P. Newman Numismatic Education Society 
6450 Cecil Avenue 

St. Louise, Missouri 63105 


Dear Mr. Newman, 


Please excuse my delinquency in not writing to you sooner. I have had the 
file to Mr. Blynn’s silver armband on my desk for months, and have been 
side-railed any number of times from completing our inquiry. At the 
moment I am trying to get Cornelius Vermeule to examine the armband and 
coins, but for weeks, we have not been able to coordinate our schedules. At 
the moment the Museum is experiencing some difficulties which make 
Cornelius more inaccessible. I just wanted you to know that we are 
continuing to pursue the authenticity of the piece, and I hope to be writing to 
you soon regarding Cornelius’ impressions. Thank you for your patience. 


Sincerely, 


r 


(Pp ; Mon 7D 


COC AQ ae JS \ OW 


Rachel J. Monfredo 
Research Assistant 
American Decorative Arts and Sculpture 





1929 Ledge Road 
Hinckley, Ohio 


“ugust 26, 1991 
Bric P,. Newnan 
ERIC P, NEWMAN NUMISMATIC EDUCATION SOCIETY 
5450 Cecil Avenue, 
St. Louis, Missourt 
63105 


Dear Mr. Newman, 


It has been quite some time now (almost @ year) since the silver Indian 
armband and two N83d coins were seit to the Museum of Fine Arts in 
Boston far a non-destructive me‘:.1 analysis and opinion. If those itens 
received 2 negative opinion from them and they have been retumed to m@, 
I have yet to receive then. 


I have to day that from the well publ&&hedd photogrpahs of the recently 
discovered NB6d coin by a @in shooter back east that I saw in my local 
librery sure compare favorablyywith my examples. It is obvious that the 
Saugus Iron Works made a number of punch dies far those c-ins as the 
recent discovery seems "different" than photos of the other "known" 
examples. That, plus the fact the soldering of jewelry has been used for 
four thousand years should cass your mind about my coins should they have 
stood-up under the metal analysis. 


Anyway, what is happening out bhere vith my items? Alsc, I just ac utred 
for my collection a pure coppar Julian P-12 US Mint medal, Can you give me 
an idea what a rarity like tuat might be worth today? Also, got a perfect 
PR-40, Its veélue? Thanks. 


Sincerely, 


aad Ste. 


ar ~—= 2 


William Qe Blynn . ani ny 
a i ne 

. em: \ 
P.S. I only recently added to my collection an almost perfect example 4 


\ 
\ 


of the split date 1776 New Hampshire WM variety copper. I'm uneqivocally 
positive this is an authentic piece and if so, as you know, a real 

Super rarity. “onder how I should go about having it authenticated? Who 
is qualified? WCB. 


ica 


1929 Ledge Road 
Hinckley, Ohio 
44233 
ugust 26, 1991 
Eric P,. Newman 
ERIC P. NEWMAN NUMISMATIC EDUCATION SOCIETY 
5450 Cecil Avenue, 
St. Louis, Missouri 


63105 


Dear Mr. Newman, 


It has been quite some time now (almost a year) since the silver Indian 
armband and two N#3d coins were sent to the Museum of Fine Arts in 
Boston for a non-destructive metal analysis and opinion. If those items 
received a negative opinion from them and they have been returned to me, 
I have yet to receive them. 


I have to say that from the well publisized photographs of the recently 
discovered NE6d coin by a min shooter back east that I saw in my local 
library sure compare favorably with my examples. It is obvious that the 
Saugus Iron “Yorks made a number of punch dies for those coins as the 
recent discovery seems "different" than photos of the other "known" 
examples. That, plus the fact the soldering of jewelry has been used for 
four thousand years should case your mind about my coins should they have 
stood-up under the metal analysis. 


Anyway, what is happening out there with my items? Also, I just acouired 

for my collection a pure copper Julian P-12 US Mint medal. Can you give me 
an idea what a rarity like that might be worth today? Also, got a perfect 

PR-40, Its value? Thanks. 





illiam C. Blynn 


Museum 


of 


Fine Arts 


Boston 


465 Huntington Avenue 


Boston 
Massachusetts 
02115 


(617) 267-9300 


August 30, 1991 


Mr. Eric P. Newman 
Numismatic Education Society 
6450 Cecil Avenue 

St Louis, Missouri 63105 


Dear Mr. Newman, 


It’s the end of the summer, and time to finish up old business before the busy 
fall season sets in. 


We haven’t been able to make any definitive decisions about the silver 
armband belonging to Mr. William Blynn. There are several things that we 
find puzzling about the piece--specifically the silver content and the 
touchmark for Timothy Dwight. As we have already communicated with 
you, our Research Laboratory found the silver content unusually pure for a 
late 17th century piece--we would expect to find traces of gold and other 
impurities. The mark, which numerous people in the ADA department have 
examined, is unusual when compared to TD marks we are familiar with--it 
appears larger than a documented piece in our collection, with the edges of 
the heart a greater distance from the letters than is usual. The two letters 
appear to be sans serif, which seems inconsistent with what we would expect 
from late seventeenth American marks. 


I will return the armband to you at the above address in the next two weeks, 
unless I hear from you to send it to an alternative address. 


Sincerely, 
7k eh VierSrede 


Rachel J. Monfredo 
Research Assistant 
American Decorative Arts and Sculpture 
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MUSEUM OF FINE ARTS 


BOSTON : MASSACHUSETTS ° 02115 





Shipping Receipt 


Owned by Wm. C. Blynn 


date received: 


11 September 1991 Reg. 


date shipped: shipped via: 


Eric P. Newman 











ship to: : b : : 
Z Numismatic Edugation Scoiety 
6450 Cecil Ave, 3 
St. Louis, MO 63105 
insured by: IFA declared value: 
MFA . ae | 
Lab ote eee 
, As \t NI VE YE [7 
_— A i AN | " ' \) i \ | / . ; Aocos : 
T 403.1-3.1990 iT | Kennedy-Kerndhan Registrar's Office 
: 
Silver armband engraved with Rose an@ thorn 
Silver armband engraved witi 
Coins: punched hole in each marked III; NE on reverse 
i 
Received the objects listed above in good conditio ess otherwise stated. 


Date 





Please sign and return the white copy. The yellow copy is for your files. 


ERIC P. NEWMAN NUMISMATIC EDUCATION SOCIETY 


6450 Cecil Avenuc, St. Louis, Missourt 63105 


September 23, 199] 


Ms. Rachel J. Monfredo 

Research Assistant 

American Decorative Arts & Sculpture 
Museum of Fine Arts : 
465 Huntington Avenue 

Boston, MA O2I115 


Dear Ms. Monfredo: 


Thank you very much for your August 30, 199! letter with respect to the Timothy 
Dwight touchmark on the Indian armband. 


| realize that an authentication opinion in this project is difficult, but your tentative 
conclusions seem to indicate that the purity of the silver and the unusual way 

the T.D. mark occurs is inconsistent with a genuine piece. 

Our present opinion is that the two New England three pence pieces are not genuine. 
| learned from Donald Fennimore at Colonial Williamsburg that silver solder was 
used in early America, so the solder would require a chemical analysis to see if 

it was too modern. 

If anything comes up in the future which will throw further light on this matter. 


| will appreciate hearing from you. | thank you for what you did in the matter. 


incerely yours, Pa 
/ 





EPN:bv 


1929 Ledge Road 
Hinckley, OH 
M233 

October i1, 1991 





Eric P. Newman 

ERIC P. NEWMAN NUMISMATIC EDUCATION SOCIETY 
5450 Cicil Avenue 

St. Louis, Missouri 


63105 
Dear Mr. Newman, 


I wrote you last August 26 regarding my two NY 3d coins and Indian 
armband and haven't received a response: as:gét to that letter. Perhaps 
my letter or yours has been lost, so I am enclosing a photocopy of 
mine (with an additional P.S.). 


As I am sure you are aware of, it has now been twelve years since you 
took on the project. Do you feel you still shovld have more time before 
your opinion can be written? Or, where do things stand. I would guess 
you are probably more optomistic than ever now, just as I am. But, if 

I am wrong do you think it is time to "sShrow the sponge in" and return 
the complete item to me? 


Please let me know, will you? 






Sincerely 


Z 


LA iam C. Blynn 


i) 





ERIC P. NEWMAN NUMISMATIC EDUCATION SOCIETY 


6450 Cecil Avenue, St. Louis, Missouri 63105 


Octener 25, 1991 


Mr. William C. Blynn 
1929 Ledge Road 
Hinckley, OH 44233 
Dear Mr. Blynn: 


You will recall that with your consent, an opinion on your armband was 


sought from the Museum of Fine Arts in Boston. Just over a year ago 
I sent the armband and the coins to them for such an opinion. They 
studied the items for a long period and returned them just before I 
took a vacation to Europe this month. I am enclosing copies of their 


preliminary opinion dated January 14, 1991 (misdated January 14, 1990) 
and the subsequent opinion dated August 30, 1991. 


I checked with the Colonial Williamsburg silver expert as to whether 
silver solder was used in early America, and he indicated that it was. 


My own personal opinion is that the coins are forgeries. I am not willing 
to give an opinion on the armband because I do not feel qualified to 
do so, but if the coins are not genuine, the armband to which they were 
attached may be similarly tainted. 


I have worked for a long, long time studying these items, hoping that 
I could find a basis for authenticating them. I have written many letters 
and telephoned others throughout the country. I feel I have done all 
ean. I have a suggestion based somewhat on the earlier correspondence. 
Our organization would like to keep in its forgery collection one of 
the New England three pence pieces and send you back the other with 
the armband, subject to the understanding that if you subsequently obtain 
a reliable opinion that the three pence pieces are genuine, we would 
then return the three pence piece which we have retained. 


I realize that this matter is very disappointing to you, but you know 
that I have worked in every way possible to try to find a basis to support 
your feeling that the armband and coins are genuine. L know’ that: it 
has been over a decade. Techniques improved substantially during that 
period and those techniques unfortunately did not add much to the research 
on this problem. 


Let me hear from you as to whether my suggestion is satisfactory and 
I will return the appropriate items. 


Sincerely, 


EPN: bv 





ERIC P. NEWMAN NUMISMATIC EDUCATION SOCIETY 


6450 Cecil Avenue, St. Louis, Missouri 63105 


October 25,° 1991 


Mr. William C. Blynn 
1929 Ledge Road 
Hinckley, OH 44233 


Dear Mr. Blynn: 


You will recall that with your consent, an opinion on your armband was 
sought from the Museum of Fine Arts in Boston. Just over a year ago 
I sent the armband and the coins to them for such an opinion. They 
studied the items for a long period and returned them just before I 
took a vacation to Europe this month. I am enclosing copies of their 
preliminary opinion dated January 14, 1991 (misdated January 14, 1990) 
and the subsequent opinion dated August 30, 1991. 


I checked with the Colonial Williamsburg silver expert as to whether 
silver solder was used in early America, and he indicated that it was. 


My own personal opinion is that the coins are forgeries. I am not willing 
to give an opinion on the armband because I do not feel qualified to 
do so, but if the coins are not genuine, the armband to which they were 
attached may be similarly tainted. 


I have worked for a long, long time studying these items, hoping that 
I could find a basis for authenticating them. I have written many letters 
and telephoned others throughout the country. I feel I have done all 
I can. I have a suggestion based somewhat on the earlier correspondence. 
Our organization would like to keep in its forgery collection one of 
the New England three pence pieces and send you back the other with 
the armband, subject to the understanding that if you subsequently obtain 
a reliable opinion that the three pence pieces are genuine, we would 
then return the three pence piece which we have retained. 


I realize that this matter is very disappointing to you, but you know 
that I have worked in every way possible to try to find a basis to support 
your feeling that the armband and coins are genuine. I know that it 
has been over a decade. Techniques improved substantially during that 
period and those techniques unfortunately did not add much to the research 
on this problem. 


Let me hear from you as to whether my suggestion is satisfactory and 
I will return the appropriate items. 


Prank Sincerely, 





Eric P. Newman 


EPN: bv 


ERIC P. NEWMAN NUMISMATIC EDUCATION SOCIETY 


6450 Cecil Avenue, St. Louis, Missouri 63105 


Vetoper, 25,).199T1 


Mr. William C. Blynn 
1929 Ledge Road 
Hinckley, OH 44233 


Dear Mr. Blynn: 


As to the New Hampshire item mentioned in your August 26, 1991 letter, 


it is my opinion that there are no genuine pieces with WM on them, whether 
Struck.) Cuc OF, Cast. 


Sincerely, 


pee a Canal yy ros 
Eric P. Newman 


EPN: bv 


1929 Ledge Road 
Hinckley, Ohio 
4233 


@) 1991 
Eric P. Newman prenet epee 


ERIC P, NEWMAN NUMISMATIC EDUCATION SOCIETY 
6450 Cecil Avenue 
St. Louis, Missouri 


63105 
Dear Mr. Newman, 


It appears that our little numismatic adventure has reached a final 
conclusion, albeit a disappointing one. However, after going over your 
and the Museum of Fine Arts Boston's correspondences, I still feel the 
door is still open on this one. 


Statements by the museum such as " a slightly higher level at one point" 
and the"XRF is a surface technique, so have to take into consideration 

the possibility that the exterior surface may not reflect the interior 
composition" and others such as "American silversmiths dipped objects in 
acidic medium to remove oxide and copper" and "this phenomenon does not 
pertain to the armband and two coins whose surfaces are worn to the extent 
that only key details remain ------ corrosion --- have not undergone exten- 
Sive corrosion, etc." leave much doubt as to the thoroughness of the exam. 


For one, I don't believe the coins and armband are highly worn on the sur- 
faces. The simple technique of the devices on the band are common on unin- 
portant silver objects of the time, even by Dwight and, of course, the 
devices on the coins were just that way. *hey probably are not aware of 
either circumstance. Then, the surfaces were probably dipped in 1653, plus 

I dipped the unit just prior to sending it to you. I wanted to accomplish 
several things by doing that: remove what was still very effident - the still 
rather heavy corrosion and oxidation, I wanted to bring up the silversmith's 
hammer marks on the bracelette (which as I remember are just beautiful) and 

I felt by cleaning out the discolouring in the pitting and around the holes 
in both the coins and bracelette would tell me somet ing. It told me a lot 
and pleased me with encouragement. However, no amount of my dipping would 
remove the exidation around the coins’ holes and, Sir, that says a lot! The 
objects, especially the coins have pitting exactly like that on similar silver 
coins and related of that period that have been buried 300 years and can only 
be a natural phenomenon. No, they should have done what ever was neccesary 
to get a complete answer. Note they say themselves that "we haven't been able 
to make any definitive decisions ..." I wonder how all of the above compares 
with your own personal NE coins? 


Maybe I'm just stubborn, but I still feel they have a very good chance. 


It makes me wonder what the ANACS had to do to authehticate the latest 
NE 6d coin recently discovered. It sure is a good match to my two. 


“ny way , I cannot thank you enough for sticking with this project all those 
years, Mr. Newman. I can appreciate all the work you've put into it. However, 
I simply could not have one of my coins housed in an institution classified 
as a counterfeit, yet, nor have the unit returned incomplete. I guess I will 
now just attempt to sell! it and try to get my money back out of it. Of 
course, all the paper work will. be accompanying the unit. So, I am request- 
ing the return of the complete unit, the two coins, armband and hangers. 


As for the New Hampshire coin I wrote you about. I have owned a parcel of 
early coppers in my day some of which were in the condition census. a0, L 
believe I do recognize two hundred years of natural oxidizing when I see it. 
My coin has ever slight handling evidence, therefore the natural aging is 
really apparent and makes it a true thing of beauty. they just cannot even 
today artificially age a copper coin like this. I do not know if New Hamp- 
shire had an official coin such as the WM, but this is no doubt a 200+ year 
old coin! With all do respect to your, opinion, of course. 


I doubt you'd want to become involved with the WM, especially due to your 
apparent firm opinion. But, were you to examine it I believe you'd be tempted 
to revise your opinion. If this one could be authenticated, I would probably 
be so delighted I'd let one of the 3d coins go to the society. 


I will be awaiting the return of the unit and, again, thank you very much. 


Payers ; ) 
CA. Hebe & 


am C, Blynn 





ERIC P. NEWMAN NUMISMATIC EDUCATION SOCIETY 


6450 Cecil Avenue, St. Louis, Missouri 63105 


November 14, 1991 


Mr. William C. Blynn 
1929 Ledge Road 
Hinckley, OH 44233 


Dear Mr. Blynn: 
Your letter of October 29, 1991 has been received and reviewed. 


I am as disappointed as you are in the opinion of the Museum of Fine 
Arts in Boston. 


As to the New England sixpence which was found in Long Island, this 

coin was easy to authenticate. It had the identical dies of the known 
New England sixpences. It had toning from burial. Its weight was normal. 
There was no doubt that it was original. 


Now that you tease me with your proposition related to the New Hampshire 
piece, I will look at your New Hampshire piece and give you a quick 
opinion. My New Hampshire file is very complete due to a law suit earlier 
this year in which I was to testify, but which fortunately was settled. 

Do tell me the source of your New Hampshire piece when you send it. 


As to the return of the unit, please tell me the method by which you 
wish it returned and the amount of insurance which you wish me to put 
Of 1b. 


I can only hope that your New Hampshire piece gives me a chance to change 


my opinion. I always retain an open mind. ea 
My kindest regards. we 
ncerely, 
ja’ 
Eric P< Newman 


EPN:bv 








1929 Ledge Road 
Hinckley, Ohio 
44233 

Eric P. Newman November 18, 1991 
ERIC P, NEWMAN NUMISMATIC EDUCATION SOCIETY 

6450 Cecil Avenue 

St. Louis, Missouri 

63105 


' Dear Mr. Newman, 
Thank you for your nice letter of November 14. 


I do hope you won't mind too much if I take the liberty of sending along 
photographs of my New Hampshire WM’ piece before sending the actual coin. 
I feel that rather than both of us going to the expense and trouble of 
sending the coin back and forth, not to mention the time, it may be best 
if you look at the photos under a good light first and thereby formulate 
in your mind whether the matter deserves further interest on your part. 

I know there is no substitute for the actual coin in the hand, but please 
bear with me. The colour photographs are quite good and should help. 


A couple of questions: even if your opinion on the WM should indicate it is 
an original, where would that take us? You say you believe no originals 
presently exist of that coin, so I assume the coin, meaning the WM variety, 
was actually produced by New Hampshire around 1776 and was intended to be 

a coin of the reAim. And, if this is the first to be authenticated,by you, the 
most qualified person to do so, wouldn't that make some sort of history and 
deserve generate publicity in the media numismatic press? Would you find it 
reasonable to expect that or is it expecting too much? To be perfectly frank, 
I would expect no less if I am to donate the one NE 3d “coin" to your insti- 
tution. And, of course, if you cannot give a positive opinion I would still 
want back the NE items in entirety. 


So, let me know and return the photogrpahs unless you'll be needing them for 
awhile, please. 


Yours truly, 


Ne Wears © J 


William C. Blynn 





P.S. My coin surfaced during the seventies having been found among the possess- 
fons of the grandmother of the person I purchased it from in the five figures. 
At that time it was examined by several knowledgeabie persons including Mert 
Reed who, I'm told thought it was great. They do not know where Grandmother 
obtained it, but the seller, who is quite well off, was sole heir to the estate. 
No one, I'm told, went much further with it. WCB. 


William Cc. Blynn December 10, 1991 
1929 Ledge Rd. 
Hinckley, OH 44233 


Dear Mr. Blynn: 


The pictures of the New Hampshire coin are here. They are too 
poor to study. I am returning them as requested. If you paid five 
figures, I hope you mean about $100.00 and not about $10,000. 

Breen casts doubt on all of these with his usual vagueness. 
I wish Maurice Gould were alive today as he discovered this type 
and made copies of them about 1960. I would have him take a 
polygraph test. 

There is no purpose in sending the coin as no state would have 
permitted a coiner to put his enormous initials as the major device 
on one side of the coin. This would be the largest designer 
initials in world coinage. 

If you still want the arm band and 3d pieces back just tell 
me what to insure them for and how you want them sent. If you want 
to leave one 3d here on the basis I suggested then that would be 
fair as I see it. 

We have had over the years quite a correspondence and I know 
you are disappointed. Keep collecting. 


Sincerely, 


Eric P. Newman 


1929 Ledge Road 
Hinckley, Ohio 
44233 
December 12, 1991 
Eric P. Newman 
ERIC P. NEWMAN NUMISMATIC EDUCATION SOCIETY 
6450 Cecil Avenue 
St. Louis, MO 
63105 


Dear Mr. Newman, 


Thank you for your recent letter regarding my NH "coin. I am slightly 
confused in that you said Maurice Gould discovered this type and made 
copies. But, what did he discover to copy from? And, yes I paid $10, 
000 for itt I can't seem to win for loosing. 


Anyway, I believe I'll have a time of it trying to recover my money on 
the bracelet and coins if I were to try to sell it incomplete. So, please 
return it in its entirety. I'll try and if successful will send you one 
piece. 


I hate to be hardnosed after all the help you've tried to be to me, but 
I ve got to try to get some of this money back. Please try to understand. 


Just insure it for whatever you feel comfortable with. 





iam C,. Blynn 





ERIC P. NEWMAN NUMISMATIC EDUCATION SOCIETY 


6450 Cecil Avenue, St. Louis, Missouri 63105 


REGISTERED MAIL 


William C. Blynn January 21, 1992 
1929 Ledge Rd. 
Hinckley OH 44233 


Dear Mr. Blynn: 


I have been in the West Indies and am now in a position to 
send back your silver Indian armband and the two detached and holed 
New England threepence. 

They are enclosed. When you or some other qualified person 
are convinced that the coins are forgeries please send us one as 
agreed. 

This has been a long complex experience. 


Sincerely, 
ore 


Eric P. Newman 


1929 Ledge Road 
Hinckley, Ohio 
44233 

Eric P. Newman January 31, 1992 

ERIC P. NEWMAN NUMISMATIC EDUCATION SOCIETY 

6450 Cécil Avenue 

St. Louis, MO 

63105 


Dear Mr. Newman, 


I am in receipt of the return of the TD Indian Arm Bracelette and two 
NE 3d Dangles. Also, your two communications dated January 21. 


Now that I have the silver items before me again for the first time in 
almost thirteen years I really have difficulty accepting that they have 
not been authenticated, or at least, given a maybe or probably. The 

beauty of the three items is almost overwhelming to me and I had forgotten 
how exciting they are. It makes me wish that while they were at it, the 
Boston Museum fascility would have gone as deep as they needed to to get 

a thomough reading. Had they, I am sure things would have been different. 
But, even then, the seriffs on the T and D that are “lacking" present a 
problem, but I don't think negates the silver entirely of itself. 


However, now that we've reached this point, I guess I will just go ahead 
and try to recoup some of my money. EI can do it to my satisfaction I will, 
of course, donate one of the pieces (whichever might be left) to your 
society. But, if it takes the entire unit to do it, then I will have no 
choice but to do what I have to to recover that loss. 


With regards to the New Hampshire "coin," again I am hard to convince. That 
is no doubt, in my fairly knowledgeable opinion, a two hundred year old piece 
of copper. If it isn't of New Hampshire or William Melton as you seem to feel, 
then it is of other origins. Perhaps a prototype pattern from elsewhere. 
Whatever, it'll take real convincing for someone to convince me_it was only 
recently produced. 


Anyway, I have in fact, not $10 thousand in it, but rather closer to #12 
thousand. However, it was as gold, diamonds, etc. with no receipts. May sound 
"fishy" to you, but true none-the-less. I can still give you the telephone 
number of the seller, if you wish, and would be more than willing to do so. 

I did not know him before the transaction nor have I seen him since. But, he 
is varifyable and I just plain think this was no intentional fraud. It may 
be, but the coin looks so probable I choose not to think so at this time. 
And, you stated Maurice Gould discovered this type and made copies. I wonder 
what the background is on the piece he discovered and if he was honorable. 
And, how one tells the difference between the original and his copies. 


Hepefully, we'll have good reason to be in touch sometime in the future. 


“Sincerely, 
Leben | ¢ 
ivriam C. Blynn 
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for weight, every shilling to be three _pennyweight.” 
“And they made choice of me for that t employment; 
and I chose my friend, Robert Sanderson, to be my 
' partner, to which the Court consented.” On this 
subject we find, in the Court's order for establishing 
the mint, that it “being of so great concernment, that 
it may not in any particular thereof fall to the ground,” 


Richard Bellingham and four others were constituted 


a committee to appoint the mint-house in some conve- 


nient place in Boston, and to give John Tull the 
oath suitable to his place! The “mint-house” was 
located on Mr. Hull's estate, the land to be conveyed 
to the government, at a fair valuation, when his office 
of mint-master expired (Drake's List. Boston). The 
design was promptly put in execution. The date 
attached to the coins is 1652, and was never changed, 

although the coinage was continued for several years. 


The first order of the Court: Was, that: = coins © 





Gist on the one Me with NE, and on the other 
side with XIld., Vid., and aid.” It was “afterwards ~ 


‘ordered, ? that, to prevent clipping or washing,” they 
Should have « 


a double : ring on cither side, with this 
luscription : Massachusctts, and a tree in the centre, 
on the one side; and New England, and the date of 
the year, on the other side.” 


“a private mark, known only 


They were also to have 


to the Governor, and 


‘; 1 Mav 26, 1662 2 Oct. 19, 1652. 


| 


| 


| 


= — 3 
oO o> 9 
8 re 
e eee 
; eens 
apd ee 
10a 
or - 

5 
—e 
of P 

5 
et 
Ss 
c 


fe 
4 


‘Ainqstyeg Of OS-6LOT UL pus “pros 
‘SLOT [TQUN aoYyfo UL ponuUos pue 


“UF IOJ OLOT Ur “Playasaay JO WA oy OY Ayndap 


surat oq} Jo JUOMTYSTIQTISO oC} OF SApNiTe qo Arutp meaud 8,fUy Ut oF 
Sa ¢ Uu 
B OS[t svar oY ‘FLOT pue “ELOT “TLOT UF 


; ) 
-god O41 4 9100 B UT puMoy og [TA 41 eFauyD Oo} epuaT yNOD eM ales fae, on 
PUL FL OF SuUyBLaY WOUBUIOZUL OUIOG *PITULYY SPIUAIOYB SVM GOUT-MOLTY SIL], 7 


PIO oY} JO sIopunoy oy} Jo ouO svM oY “G99T UT 

0} poonpuUl sve oq ,“SpUalf IoT]}O Aipuns puv ‘440q 

“0d ‘AJ ‘URULAONT “IT Jo,, uorsensiod or} Aq Sato 

yous {ynog Terauor, oy} ur Ayndap my? 0q 9 

wEyte AL jo UM0} OG} Aq Uasoy? svar oY ‘R99T UT 
‘pure ‘jjoIaAVT ‘Wor Jopun 


‘uinjdvo s}t owmeoeq oy ‘{LOT Ul 


ul 


‘Q[QUIOUOTY PU JUILIUY oY} sv 


duo sty} JQ 


ay Aue 


aah TS sr 


. w 
wAoUy spivatoye ‘Aurdwmog ftoypury oy? Jo Toque 





© 


4 118 MEMOIR OF JOUN HULL. 


formed by Governor Winthrop, “on the 11th of the 
3d month,” 1647. 


Sept. 3, 1626 
in 1695. 


Mrs. Hull was born in England, 


She survived her husband, and died 


Th 1618, he became a member of Mr. Cotton’s 


church. He was a Puritan, zealous for the preserva- 


tion of uniformity, watchful against all innovations, 


and approving, nu doubt trom a conviction of their 
propricty, the severe measures adopted by the govern. 
ment in its treatment of the Anabaptists and Qua- 
kers. . 

In the same year, he was “chosen and accepted as 
corporal, under the command of the honored M 


ajor 
Gibbons,” and 1632 


sergeant. — The 


Importance attached to this office, and his sense of the 
responsibility w 


Y in became a 


hich it involved, may be inferred from 
an entry in his diary, in which he beseeches that © the 


good Lord would please to make me able and fit for, 


and faithful in, the place [ am called unto; that I 


may, as with a spirit of wisdom and humility, love 


and faithfulness, obey my superiors; so also be exem- 


plary and helpful to my inferiors, and ie 


him be kept 
from temptation and corruption.” 


It was in 1652, as he states in his diary, that, 
« upon occasion of much counterfeit t coin brought i into: 


the country, and much lo 
(and that did occasion a 
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